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Johnny Abush
Johnny Abush was a gay Jewish man born in Toronto, Canada in 1952 to Holocaust survivors
who emigrated from Poland. While Abush grew up feeling pride in his gay identity, he did not
always hold the same sentiments for his Jewishness. When complications from AIDS forced him
to retire in 1989, Abush embarked on a mission to collect and document as much about LGBTQ+
Jewish experiences as he could. This personal project would eventually become the 10,000-item
International Jewish GLBT Archives, run for the remainder of his life out of Abush’s Toronto
apartment. On a quest for gay Jewish materials, Abush joined Chutzpah, a social group and
support organization for LGBTQ+ Jews in Toronto, which eventually disbanded to found an
LGBTQ+ synagogue, Keshet Shalom. While the group began following traditional
Orthodox-style worship, the community quickly developed their own queer-affirming liturgy and
rituals. Abush remained involved in queer Jewish organizations worldwide until his death, such
as bringing Keshet Shalom into the World Congress of Lesbian and Gay Jewish Organizations.
To learn more about Johnny Abush, visit:
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/exhibits/show/johnny-abush-twice-blessed

Document A: “Chutzpah Info Sheet,” The ArQuives Exhibitions,
https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1251
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Document B: “Congregation Keshet Shalom Mandate and Functions,” The
ArQuives Exhibitions, https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1251
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Document C: “13th International Conference,” by Howard Goldstein,
Koleynu, June 1993.
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Document D: “Johnny Abush: Proud Life,” by Marie Robertson, Xtra!, 2000,
The ArQuives Exhibitions, https://digitalexhibitions.arquives.ca/items/show/1285.
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Close Reading & Reflection Questions

Please reflect on the following questions based on your reading of this Case Study. Then, discuss
your findings with your group.

1. Abush’s archive provides a nearly complete historical arc of Chutzpah’s evolution into
Keshet Shalom. Why do you think the community felt the need to reinvent itself when
their mission largely remained unchanged?

2. Why was it historically, culturally, and/or religiously appropriate for queer Jewish
organizations around the world to be united under one “World Congress?”

3. Johnny devoted the last decade of his life to collecting historical and cultural artifacts of
queer Jewish life. Why is it so important for people, especially those from marginalized
communities, to have access to the histories, successes, and struggles of their
communities?
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