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Obie H. This is Obie Holmen. Today is November 1, 2017. I am with Loey Powell 

in St. Louis, Missouri at the Rolling the Stone Away Conference, and 

we’re going to do an oral history interview. Loey, where do you live now? 

Loey P. I live in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Obie H. And that’s where the home of the UCC is. Is that how you ended up there? 

Loey P. Yes. The national offices of the denomination are there. I moved there in 

1997, when I was called to be the Executive Director of the Coordinating 

Center for Women in Church and Society. 

Obie H. Where did you grow up? 

Loey P. Well, I grew up in two places. I first grew up in Worcester, Massachusetts, 

where I was born, and was there until I was about six and a half, I was in 

first grade. And my father, who was the minister of what was then called 

Central Congregational Church in Worcester, pre UCC, was called to 

serve as senior minister at First Congregational Church in Oak Park, 

Illinois. So we moved in the middle of my first grade year. I remember it. 

Obie H. And then you ended up going through 12 years of school in Illinois? 
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Loey P. Through high school, yeah. Graduated from high school. My parents 

moved to Winchester, Massachusetts my senior year, midway through my 

senior year, and I lived with my best friend and her family so I could 

finish high school in Oak Park and graduate from there. 

Obie H. Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Loey P. I had two brothers. My older brother Dave is living in the Chicago area 

and our brother Joe died when he was 17. I was the youngest child. Joe 

was five years older than me, so I was 12 when he died. 

Obie H. I think it’s appropriate, Loey, that we should talk a little bit about your 

parents because I know your father was an esteemed leader in the church, 

and your mother as well. So I think you would probably agree with me 

that part of your story also includes your parents, so why don’t you tell us 

about Oliver and Eleonore Powell? 

Loey P. I will. And for the record, the transcriber, my mother’s name is Eleonore, 

but it is spelled unusually. It’s spelled E-L-E-O-N-O-R-E, just so the 

record is clear.  

Yes, my father was a minister. He started out—they both were 

Presbyterian and active in…this is ironic. They were active in the same 

Presbyterian church in Jamaica where Trump’s family were members, 

which I find very ironic. But they were five years apart. So my father was 

already in high school [CORRECTION: in college], but he was teaching, I 

think, some of the Sunday School classes or something when my mother 
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was in high school. But they actually really met when my mother’s 

mother, who was a nurse, was taking care of my father’s grandmother or 

someone in her family. So my father would walk my grandmother home 

and have a chance to get to know my mother when he walked my 

grandmother home.  

So they knew each other probably five years or so before they got married, 

I would say, during that period of time. My mother was 20 and my father 

was 25 when they married. And he wanted to go to seminary after it was 

clear that he was not going to be a Romance Language teacher. During the 

Depression nobody wanted those.  

So he decided to go to seminary and he asked the minister at the 

Presbyterian church there where he should go, and they thought he should 

go to Princeton, the Presbyterian seminary, and he said I can’t afford to 

leave town, so I think I need to go to Union. Well, they were all upset 

about that because Union was too progressive and liberal, and not what the 

Presbyterian Church wanted in terms of ministerial training. So he decided 

that was it with the Presbyterian Church, if they weren’t going to support 

him in ministry, then that was it. So he went to Union Theological 

Seminary. They married in 1937, lived in married student housing there.   

My mother worked, dropped out of—she went to Hunter College for two 

years, dropped out of college to go to work to support them. And my 

father always told her, Eleonore, you’re going to finish your college. 
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When I’m done with this and we’re starting ministry, I’m starting ministry 

and everything, you’re going to finish college and stuff. That opportunity 

for her came when I was in fifth grade or sixth grade, and she finished 

when we were living in Oak Park, Illinois. She went to Rosary College, 

which was a Catholic women’s college then. It’s now part of Dominican 

University right outside Chicago. And got a B.S. and became a dietitian. 

So she had her own professional life.  

She actually graduated from college the same year my oldest brother Dave 

graduated from college and the year I graduated from eighth grade. And 

my brother Joe had already passed by then two years earlier, or the year 

earlier. So it was always interesting.  

Obie H. Because your father was a pastor, do you think that played any influence 

in your decision to go to seminary, either positive or negative? 

Loey P. Well, yes, I’m sure…not so much that I wanted to be like him or that I 

wanted to be a minister, but the world of the church was familiar to me. 

And when I went to college—I went to Oberlin College—I majored in 

religion, in part because I was interested in it, but also in part because it 

had the fewest hours of required classes and it allowed me to take a whole 

lot of other classes as well. But they had a great religion department. It 

used to be a theological school some years before. So the religion 

department was fascinating.  
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And when I graduated I really…I wasn’t quite sure what I wanted to do, or 

as I was approaching graduation. The people who were very influential in 

my life were the youth leaders, who were Chicago Theological Seminary 

students, who were our high school youth leaders. And this was in the 

‘60s, so they were all being very much influenced by the burgeoning 

social justice movements—civil rights, anti Vietnam War. So for [from 

them] them what we began to learn was that religion and being part of a 

church community meant we had to pay attention to these issues.  

And my father’s own ministry was always a social justice-oriented 

ministry. Oak Park was a very white suburb, right adjoining the line of 

Chicago, the border of Chicago, the city itself. There was one black family 

that lived in Chicago [CORRECTION: in Oak Park), Percy Julian and his 

family. They were members of the church. He was a renowned 

biochemist. There’s even a postage stamp that honors him now. And the 

Civil Rights Movement was alive and well, certainly in Chicago. Jesse 

Jackson was organizing, Martin Luther King, Jr. came and marched.  

My father was very active in that, found who his colleagues were in the 

Chicago area, the ecumenical and Jewish communities, and also faced a 

lot of resistance, especially from some members of the church and other 

people in the church who did not like his work on civil rights. There was a 

period of time—I learned this much later—when the police had to tap our 

phone because he was getting so many threatening phone calls. They were 

going to kidnap me, they were going to rape my mother, they were going 
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to kill him. They were going to do all kinds of things. So his phone had to 

be monitored for a while.  

But Oak Park actually moved forward in a very positive way and became 

one of the first communities to have an open housing policy for integration 

that overcame a lot of the sunset codes and things like that that had 

existed. And it remained a stable community. There was no blockbusting 

going on. All of that was prevented. So I’m very proud of that part of his 

history. But it gave me, you know, this is what you do.  

He was also very active in the merger, in 1957, of the Congregational 

Christian Church and Evangelical Reformed Churches. He was very 

supportive of the merger and did a lot of education and talking with people 

about that prior to the actual vote. Attended the Synod in Cleveland when 

that happened.  

My mother remained…she was an unusual minister’s wife. I learned as a 

girl, I think from her, that I should live my own life. I didn’t have to be 

defined by girlie stuff out there if it wasn’t comfortable for me or 

whatever, because I watched her and she gave me such latitude, and my 

parents, both of them, such latitude.  

So I grew up loving to play sports. My brothers played sports, I played 

sports, we played together, I was a tomboy, all of that kind of stuff. And I 

was not forced to be in some feminine box wearing pink dresses and lace 

and things like that. I took my dress off as soon as I got home from school 



  lgbtran.org 7 

and put my jeans on and I was happy. And so I give my parents a lot of 

credit for allowing me to be who I was, and they supported me in that.  

So when I was in—jumping again to why I went to seminary—I think the 

anti-Vietnam war movement was active when I was in college. The 

beginning of the gay rights movement was happening. I did not yet know I 

was lesbian. But I got active or was good friends with the women who 

lived in the women’s collective. I went to their parties and dances, which 

were all women, and I loved it. I still would not say I was lesbian. The 

only lesbian I knew was a teammate on the basketball team who lived with 

a physical ed teacher in the town of Oberlin and lived off campus with her. 

And I knew there were some gay men, so things were talked about, but I 

still had not put two and two together in terms of my own identity and 

sexuality at that time.  

The only boyfriend I had, really, in college was a dear guy who later 

turned out to know himself as gay. So we maybe had intimate 

relationships a couple of times, but after that we would just sleep together 

and hold each other because sex really wasn’t of interest to either of us. 

But he was a sweet guy, you know. And we finally realized that and sort 

of parted ways, but remained good friends.  

So I think the context of political activity, my having experienced that in 

church, these great youth group leaders who just…they made seminary 

seem like a fun and a vibrant place. So I decided my senior year I would 
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apply to seminary, and I asked them, a couple of them, would they 

recommend a seminary to me, and CTS, where they had gone, was one of 

them. And another one of them said, well, I think Pacific School of 

Religion, you know, I hear really good things about that. So I applied to 

both during my senior year of college.  

And I went to…I never visited PSR. It was like way too far away across 

the country. But I could go downtown to Chicago Theological Seminary. 

Got the sort of tour for prospective students, and this gentleman is 

showing me around the campus and this and that, and all of a sudden he 

sort of stops and he turns around and he says, are you Oliver Powell’s 

daughter? I said yes, I am. And he said, oh, don’t worry, you’re in. Don’t 

worry, you’ll be admitted. So I decided to go to PSR at that moment. 

Obie H. [Laughs.]  

Loey P. I love, love, love my father. He was a wonderful, wonderful man, a well 

respected minister, a great father. I wanted my own identity, I think. I 

didn’t want to just be Oliver Powell’s daughter. So my parents certainly 

had no problem with that, either. I was accepted at PSR. I was accepted at 

both places, but I decided to go to PSR.  

But when I got to graduation, I was in my own sort of internal funk. I 

would say that I was very much in love with another teammate on my 

basketball team, but I didn’t identify it as being in love. I just wanted to go 

to her room and listen to tunes. We’d put on the Grateful Dead and The 
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Persuasions and just smoke a J, quite frankly, and listen to tunes, and I 

loved spending time with her. But I did not know that I was a lesbian, or 

that she was a lesbian, because she had, supposedly, a boyfriend 

somewhere. And I think that when I graduated all that stuff was roiling in 

me and I felt pretty depressed and confused and not knowing what to do, 

so I took a year delay going to seminary, which they accepted.  

And I spent most of that year in Cape Cod working at a UCC Craigville 

Conference Center, UCC conference center on Cape Cod. Just worked in 

the kitchen, I cleaned rooms. I did whatever they needed me to do as 

guests came and went or groups came and went. And I loved—I’d been to 

Cape Cod many times in my childhood, but I’d never been there in the 

winter. And it was an incredibly healing place to be in the winter. So I 

would finish my shift or something and be done with things at 5:00, if 

there were no groups there for dinner and stuff, and just go and walk on 

the beach in the cold and the snow and listen to the crunch along the snow 

and the sand, and listen to creeks freeze and things like that. So it was a 

really good place for me to be.  

And then I started making my way across the country and spent a couple 

months with my brother and his family, my niece and nephew. Delivered 

chunks of newspapers to the guys who went to the houses individually for 

a couple months just to have a job. And I had a van. I had a Ford 

Econoline van that I had bought in Massachusetts. And a very dear friend 

of mine, who is an artist, painted a picture of Emmett Kelly on the side of 
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the van, and I wrote on it “Keep on Truckin’.” And there were no seats in 

the van. It was more of a cargo van. And I put a bench in there, built a 

bench in there so I could sleep on it and store my stuff in it and all. And I 

headed out from Chicago to go to Flagstaff, Arizona. 

Obie H. This sounds like a hippie van. 

Loey P. It was. 

Obie H. Were you a hippie? 

Loey P. Oh, kind of, yeah, you know. Sort of yeah. Sort of a dyke hippie, I would 

say. But I didn’t know yet I was a dyke, you know. So I drove across 

country. I camped in a couple of places, visited and stayed with family, 

friends in a couple of other places, and made it to Flagstaff, Arizona, 

where I spent the summer before going to PSR. My dear childhood friend, 

the family with whom I lived when I finished school, Joanie, who actually 

was the one who gave me the name Loey in second grade— 

Obie H. Your given name is Lois? 

Loey P. My given name is Lois, yes. But we had to come up with nicknames for 

each other, and her family called her Jan, which she didn’t like. Joanne 

was her name. And I was Lois. So she came up with Loey and I came up 

with Joanie, and it has stuck with both of us all the rest of our lives. Yeah, 

so I got to Flagstaff, where she was living, and I stayed with her briefly 

and then found a room in a house or something like that, just to work. But 
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I was working as a waitress at a restaurant that burned down a couple 

weeks after I started, so I had to find another job during the summer. So I 

did a variety of things and arrived at Pacific School of Religion basically 

penniless and ready to start seminary. 

Obie H. That would have been the fall of what year? 

Loey P. 1974. I graduated from college in ’73. I had dropped out after my 

freshman year and then went back and finished at Oberlin. 

Obie H. Tell us about your experiences at PSR. 

Loey P. It was great because I had driven up with a friend from college who lived 

in Southern California, and so we drove up the coast. And there’s nothing 

more beautiful than the California coast. And got to Berkeley and she took 

off and went back to her home. And so I was in this absolutely gorgeous 

place in this vibrant community of theological inquiry and activism and all 

kinds of stuff. And it was my first introduction to feminist theology, to 

liberation theologies, to all that kind of stuff.  

I entered with a sort of trial year—you know, you can come and you can 

take any courses you want and if you would like to transfer into the Master 

of Divinity or Master of Theological Arts or whatever it was, you could do 

that. I didn’t go to become a pastor. My heart was in changing the world. 

But soon after I got there I realized this is really cool, I like this, 

stimulated by this, there’s a lot going on. And then, you know, the life 

changing event happened when I fell in love with a woman and realized 
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I’m lesbian. And then all of a sudden these lesbians popped up all around, 

because I was living in Berkeley. 

Obie H. Was this during the freshman— 

Loey P. It was in my first year. It was like two months after getting there. One of 

my dearest friends and one of the women I was ordained with, Stacy 

Cusulos, lived in our dorm, but we also knew she was lesbian. I mean, she 

said that. And she had a partner who lived elsewhere. They didn’t live 

together. And Jody and I—she was my first partner, Jody Parsons—was 

married at the time. And Jody and her husband came to realization, 

especially after Jody and I fell in love, that their marriage was over, and 

they amicably parted ways and went through that.  

And Jody and I were together during the rest of seminary years. And we 

were actually the first lesbian or same-sex couple to be allowed to live in 

married student housing. Barbara Roche, who was Presbyterian, was the 

dean of students or something, handled the housing requests and 

everything, and the only question she asked us when we asked could, you 

know, we’d like to live in an apartment over in the married student 

housing was well, I know you can’t get married legally, but if you could, 

would you? And we said oh yeah, you know, and—that’s all I need to 

know. So we lived in married student housing the last two years. 

Obie H. Were you there three years? 
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Loey P. I was there three years, yeah, ’74 and graduated in ’77. And during that 

time it was just getting suffused not only in lesbian [CORRECTION: 

feminist] and liberation theologies and all of that kind of stuff, but also 

what it was to be a lesbian and to be aware and learn about women’s 

music, you know, with Holly Near and Meg Christian, and Margie Adam, 

and Cris Williamson, and Linda Tillery, Mary Watkins. I mean, the Bay 

Area was full of women singing about loving women and all of this stuff.  

It was great. So there was culture outside of the life of the seminary and 

academia. And then Mary Hunt was there doing her Ph.D. while the rest of 

us were doing our M.Div.’s And we had a blast.  

The Center for Women and Religion of the Graduate Theological Union 

was a very, very active place, and they always had a great staff. I worked 

there. It was a work-study job. I worked there for a year, year and a half 

editing the newsletter and being involved in the programs they put 

together. They brought in Charlotte Bunch, they brought in Rosemary 

Reuther, Carol Crist, the whole range of feminist theologians and activists 

to engage in conferences and conversations and stuff.  

Peggy Cleveland was the director of it for a good part of that time, and she 

became a dear, dear friend and mentor to many of us. She was not 

ordained. She was a layperson. She and her former husband, before they 

realized they were both gay, were missionaries in Africa, so she brought a 

global perspective of justice and of liberation and issues that we can’t just 

be looking at this from our Northern Hemisphere white perspective, we 
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have to push ourselves to understand other peoples and issues and stuff. 

So she really opened up our eyes around all kinds of things. We knew 

Sally Gearhart and we knew Janie Spahr.  

You know, the ecumenical community in the Bay Area came together. I 

met Bill Johnson after Jody and I were together, probably about I think 

maybe my second year, because he heard about us. Bill was always 

reaching out, and he knew we were UCC. We had joined Mill Valley 

Community Church, where Bill Eichhorn was the minister. And Bill was 

very instrumental in Bill Johnson’s ordination, as one of the great 

supports. 

Obie H. He basically shepherded that through that process, didn’t he? 

Loey P. He did, mm-hmm. He really did. Which is not something I knew, and 

what I said earlier in the night. I didn’t know Bill. I didn’t know about his 

ordination or anything because that happened prior to my arriving at 

seminary. But shortly after coming out and being in touch and Bill being 

in touch with us, I’d love to meet you kind of stuff, I became familiar with 

that. And then joining Mill Valley Church and hearing from Bill Eichhorn 

what that whole process had been was great. So yeah, it was just…it was a 

rich time.  

And it really was a time when I finally realized, you know, just knowing 

who I was as a lesbian, this is who I am was new life for me. It was my 

resurrection experience. I used to love Maundy Thursday services. They 
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were my favorite. And probably the reason I could stay in church. It was 

because oh, there are people here who are as lonely as I am, who feel as 

betrayed or in the darkness, the increasing darkness as the candles are 

blown out and all that kind of stuff. I loved it. I could relate to that, and 

my tortured high school self could relate to that. And Easter would come 

along and it was like eh, what’s that, you know? So I got it. You know, I 

had a whole new sense of things.  

And I also…we were pretty, you know, we were pretty fierce. I mean, we 

were bold. And probably naïvely bold. And being nurtured… And as 

things moved along, I realized that because my family still loved me and 

accepted me, I did not have to deal with that.  Because I was in a church, a 

denomination that had ordained Bill Johnson already, and a local church 

that was totally accepting, invited our leadership as Sunday School 

teachers or whatever while we were members there, and I was in this 

Golden Gate Association, I was in San Francisco Bay area, I was in this 

incredible bubble where I just had the capacity to be who I was without 

fear.  

Even though, you know, we would go to annual meetings of the Northern 

California Conference when these issues would be raised, and we would 

raise the issues, and we would do workshops, and we would speak out, 

and we were kind of part of the group pulling people forward on issues 

around human sexuality and LBGT stuff. And it never occurred to me that 

I was at risk for anything. I was just doing, I think, what God was calling 
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us to do. And there was a whole range of issues we were engaged in—

farm worker justice. Farm worker ministry was very active in the area. 

And HIV-AIDS then emerged. This was after seminary. And got active in 

things like that. So it was good.  

When the three of us who ended up being ordained together—there was a 

group of five of us and two dropped out for differing reasons. Stacy, Jody 

and I stayed together. And we were so committed to our belief that 

ministry happens in community, and exists to serve community, that we 

wanted to be ordained together. Now people had been ordained together, 

like a husband and wife had been ordained together, but they each 

separately went through the process, wrote their own papers and were 

examined independently, but the service would happen together. We wrote 

our paper together. Not our individual spiritual journeys, but our theology 

of ministry paper together. And the Committee on Ministry would, like, 

well which of you wrote what? Said we all wrote this together. These are 

all our words.  

Because of that, even though all three of us were lesbian, we were known 

to be lesbians by everybody sitting in that room and the Committee on 

Ministry, members of the church that were supporting us in Mill Valley, 

everybody, we chose not to name that in the ordination process because 

we were pushing this boundary around our joint ordination. And in 

retrospect, years later when we talked, we said we probably just should 

have come out. And the folks who were on the Committee on Ministry 
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said, yeah, you probably—it would have been easier for us because we 

were behaving ourselves. They had already been trained, you know, 

having gone through Bill’s ordination, that sexuality is not a condition for 

approval or disapproval for ministry. So they weren’t raising the issue and 

we weren’t raising the issue.  

But we got through the whole process. It took them a while, but we got 

through the whole process, and the delay was me finding a call, getting a 

call. Both Jody and Stacy had secured their calls needed for ordination. 

And finally in 1978 I did get that as director of an ecumenical 

environmental action ministry, Center for…it was something else first, but 

it ended up being the Environmental Action Ministry. So I was working in 

the ecumenical community around alternative energy, antinuclear power, 

advocacy, conservation and care of the earth through saving energy use, 

that kind of thing. 

Obie H. Let’s back up for a second. You said that your parents were immediately 

supportive. Tell us about that process, and then also share with us your 

parents’ shift in their ministry as a result of that. 

Loey P. Okay. Well, I do distinctly remember going home at Christmas after my 

first semester at PSR, going home for Christmas break and saying I need 

to talk with you. And I told them that I was lesbian, that I had fallen in 

love, and who Jody was. She was at her home doing the same thing. And it 

was really interesting. So we were able to talk about it and they were 
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obviously curious about Jody and what I felt about all of this and things 

like that.  

And there was a little sort of consternation on my mother’s face, I could 

tell. And much later she told me that her concern when I came out was that 

I would never find a job in the church, but she didn’t want…it would just 

be harder for me, and she did not want to burden me with her concern 

around that. So she went to a longtime good friend of hers to talk about 

that worry she had. But what I got from her was her ongoing love and 

support.  

My father, who always, bless his heart, wants to be appropriate—he was 

always very respectful of people—wanted to know how he should 

describe this when he was talking about now his daughter and her 

relationship. What should I call Jody, your lesbian woman lover? And I 

said, well, Dad, that’s a little redundant, I appreciate the question, 

however. So we talked about how he should refer to Jody when he was 

talking about us to other people. It was very sweet.  

And I had the opportunity to talk to my brother and sister-in-law also. And 

they were both okay. My sister-in-law probably had a little bit more 

uneasiness about it initially. And my brother, he just said, yeah, I 

remember when you came out and you told us, and I just said… He was 

aware that when he went to work the next day somebody told an anti-gay 
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joke and he said you can’t say that. He realized his world had changed 

around some of those things, and he’s been great forever.  

My father was still in active ministry at the time. He had not yet retired. 

And I was still in seminary, so I hadn’t launched into working with the 

Gay Caucus yet. That happened really sort of…maybe in my last year post 

seminary. And so I wasn’t engaged yet in national UCC stuff, but just 

began doing the educational things in the Northern California Conference 

and the kind of advocacy pieces that we did there. But when I got involved 

in the Gay Caucus and started going to Synod, I remember the first Synod 

I went to, oh my God, I was trying to remember the year, and I’m not 

quite sure if it was 1977, the year I graduated—I don’t think it was ’79 

because both Jody and I were there in ’79. It might have been 1977.  

We wanted to send four people from Northern California to go to General 

Synod, and that’s all we could afford, and we had hardly any money. So 

we sent two lesbians and two gay men, and I was one of the lesbians. And 

we had to share a room with two beds in the hotel because that’s all, you 

know, we had to keep costs down. So we decided among the four of us 

that the safest way to do this was to sleep boy-girl, boy-girl, which we did. 

I slept with Bill Green and Cindy slept with Darryl Notter. And it was a 

riot, you know. It was just so funny. And all four of us just cracked up the 

whole time.  
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But that was my introduction to what General Synod is and all the stuff 

that goes on there, and what the Gay Caucus was doing, and what the 

resolution process is, what advocacy was. And we just kept organizing. 

Bill and Nancy Krody were still the national co-coordinators then. I came 

on with Bill somewhere in ’79 or ’80 or somewhere in there. My parents 

began, when I became more known, especially in the denomination as a 

lesbian, through my advocacy— 

Obie H. You told me one time that you were, in many ways, the poster lesbian. 

Loey P. Oh, I was, yeah. 

Obie H. Tell me about that.  

Loey P. Well, I think— 

Obie H. What does that mean? 

Loey P. When the three of us, Jody, Stacy and I, were ordained, Bill was out, the 

three of us were out, there were maybe one or two other clergy. Like 

Diane Darling came later, Wendy Taylor came later. We were all serving 

in Northern California. I don’t know if anybody was out yet outside of 

Northern California Conference or Southern California at this point. David 

[Matheson] was kind of out. He died of AIDS fairly early on in the AIDS 

crisis.  

People wanted to talk about human sexuality, they called on Loey Powell. 

So yes, I was kind of like the poster child. And then I became sort of the 



  lgbtran.org 21 

poster child in the national denominational life because I stayed…I was 

very active in things. Somewhere in the ‘80s I was invited to be the 

Coalition representative to the board of directors for the Coordinating 

Center for Women, which probably had one of the most diverse of all the 

instrumentality boards. So I voiced issues around human sexuality there, 

and pushed the issues that we were pushing at Synod and things like that.  

Then I was elected to the Executive Council to fill the unexpired term of 

someone who had moved out of the conference to another conference, and 

I ended up on the Executive Council for almost ten years. And I was sort 

of the poster child there. I was the only out person at Executive Council, 

so I think that’s kind of what I mean. And with Bill and I, I represented the 

Coalition when Bill and I were co-coordinators, and then I carried on with 

Sam Loliger for a number of years. So I was just there. And it was okay. It 

was like I guess I’m called to do this. And for all those factors that, you 

know, I didn’t have to deal with rejection in the same way that so many 

other people did. I could do that. 

Obie H. It was safe for you. 

Loey P. Yeah, yeah. I mean, I paid a cost. There was a stretch after I left the first 

ministry I was in, I was in it for a couple of years, and it paid a whopping 

$600 a month, money I had to raise. So when I had the opportunity to 

be…which came first? I think I was an interim associate conference 

minister for the Northern California Conference when the conference 
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minister then, Mineo Katagiri, who was a blessed support for all three of 

us, and he hired Stacy to be the Youth Young Adult conference minister 

staff person, which, that sent ripples around the conference because oh my 

God, you have a lesbian working with youth. He went on medical leave 

for eight months or something, major heart stuff, and they were already 

looking for another associate, and so I was asked to come on and 

especially focus on the justice work of the conference and connecting 

churches with that. So that was wonderful.  

And then an opportunity came to be an associate interim minister at First 

Congregational Church in San Francisco. The pastor had left to take on 

another call and the senior interim initially was the conference minister 

from Maine, who was on sabbatical for six months. And the agreement 

was—their search process was going on—the agreement was I would stay 

on by myself until the new pastor was called. Well, I was there for two 

years. It was sort of a long time. And I was there by myself for more than 

a year.  

And that’s where I got to learn to preach. I got to learn to put a sermon 

together that didn’t have everything I learned in seminary in each and 

every sermon and things like that. They were very kind to me and very 

patient. But I also learned pastoral ministry and all of the things that are 

entailed with that, as well as being a church in an urban area that had real 

needs of homelessness and all the kinds of issues that were going on in the 

city. 
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Obie H. When you said but you did pay a price for it, you are referring to 

employment opportunities? 

Loey P. I am. I said earlier that when I went to seminary I really didn’t want to 

head to parish ministry. I didn’t feel it was my calling. I was going to 

change the world and social justice, whoo-hoo, was it. But having the 

experience at First Congregational helped me realize that I had some gifts 

for this and I really liked…I did like doing that, so I was going to keep 

myself very open to the possibility of that. So I put—you know, we had to 

put our profiles together. I was always out on my profile, so nobody had to 

dig through anything to find out I was a lesbian. I just said that right out. I 

started circulating my profile and looking— 

Obie H. What year would this have been? 

Loey P. Well, when I finished the work at the church, First Congregational, I 

didn’t have a job. I started looking. And my then partner, who was 

different than… Jody and I were together about five years. But we split 

around that time. I was by myself. No, I was by myself then. Because I 

had done antinuclear organizing, I had been part of a Holly Near concert, 

bringing an organization to have a table in the lobby. So I knew the 

Redwood Records thing.  

And then I got a call from the managers at Redwood Records when Holly 

was doing a major anti-nuke tour, and they asked me if I would coordinate 

the lobby, the whole lobby this time, and I said sure, you know, I can do 
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that, this is kind of fun. And in the process of doing that work, I was in the 

Redwood Records office and realized, you know, they said they were 

looking for an office manager. I said oh, I could be your office manager. 

They said oh, we didn’t even think about asking you because we knew you 

were in ministry and wanted to do that. And I said yeah, but I’m not 

finding a job and I really need a job. Well, can you give us a year, they 

said. Yes, I can give you a year. I promise you I’ll give you a year before I 

go anywhere else. And so that’s how I ended up at Redwood Records. I 

was there for three years. But then I started circulating my profile during 

my last year there, and I just got rejection letter after rejection letter after 

rejection letter from local churches. And it was— 

Obie H. Tell me about that. How did that make you feel in your ministry? Earlier I 

really got a strong sense of this is an idyllic life of study, of activism and 

so on. But now the rubber is hitting the road a little bit for you? 

Loey P. Yeah, now the rubber is hitting the road. My two previous full-time 

ministry positions were—or three—one ecumenical, nonprofit work, low 

paying, on the edge kind of stuff. But then the conference work and local 

church interim. They were both interim work. So I wanted to find a settled 

position. And initially, because of my relationship then, was limited to 

pretty much Northern California, and there was not much opening there, 

not even in Northern California. And even when there was like maybe an 

associate position opening up, the senior male minister at that particular 

church was not someone…he just ran through women associates, period, 
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and we all knew that no, you don’t want to go to an unhealthy situation 

like that. So there were a couple of those situations.  

But then I started looking across the world, you know, the country, and 

just picked out conferences where I thought I might like to live or might 

be a possibility, and there was just no response. I stayed active in the 

conference. I was on the Committee on Ministry, one of the Part A, Part B, 

whatever it was. I stayed actively engaged in my local church. I stayed 

active there. And then I was active in the national setting of the church, so 

my ministry was all volunteer, but I also—and with the Coalition. And it 

felt like I was doing something, but nobody was paying me to be a 

minister. It was all volunteer effort. Except for the $50 a month we got 

from the Coalition, so that was big. So I just had to put food on the table 

kind of thing, pay the bills.  

And finished up at Redwood Records, and then I worked with a women’s 

moving company when they needed an extra hand. I had a full-time job as 

a receptionist in a friend’s chiropractic office, you know, scheduling 

appointments and taking people’s money, and filing this and that. And I 

worked then at the Oakland Museum. I thought that was great because it 

was $12 an hour to be a tech assistant. They were re-carpeting the museum 

and they needed a crew to come in to cover and protect the exhibits, move 

them off of the carpeted area and blah-blah-blah and blah-blah-blah. So I 

worked with this great group of three or four of us, and the guys were all 
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artists who needed extra work because they couldn’t sustain themselves as 

artists. So we had a blast. And I did that for about a year.  

And that’s when the General Synod happened in Fort Worth, that year, 

1989. And I had applied a few months earlier, my profile went into the 

United Church in Tallahassee. My conference minister then, David 

Jamison, came to me after he’d been to a meeting in Florida or whatever—

and conference ministers talk about this, that and the other thing, and 

churches that are open and stuff—and he learned about this church in 

Tallahassee. And he came back and he told me Loey, I just learned about 

this church in the Florida Conference. And I looked at him and said David, 

I hate Florida. I don’t want to live in Florida, I don’t want to go there. The 

conference minister hates women ministers. And we all knew that. He was 

really resistant, you know, and he’s going to take a lesbian?  

And David just—I give him all due credit—he just looked at me and he 

said, well maybe you can at least just look at their profile, like put your 

big girl pants on and look at their profile and just keep an open mind. And 

so I said okay. And he and I, over the years, have always remarked on 

that, and I’ve always appreciated his just saying don’t close your mind, 

don’t close that door just because of some knee jerk reaction. So I did. I 

read their profile and I said, oh my God, these people are great. 

 So I submitted my profile there and that led to my being called. I went for 

the interview. I got the call from the search committee after I had been 
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there in person for the personal interview, during General Synod in Fort 

Worth. My parents were there, the Coalition was there en masse. It was 

like a big party. It was great. It was really great. 

Obie H. Up until that moment, during those times when you were an unpaid 

volunteer for any church job you had, did you ever regret your activism? 

Loey P. No, I never regretted my activism. But I was given a much more realistic 

picture of the broader church reality, and an appreciation for what others, 

as increasing numbers of gay and lesbian clergy were out, what we were 

experiencing and how hard this was going to be. I did feel that.  

I mean, Diane Darling was in the church in Modesto. She had been a 

student intern there, and she wasn’t out initially, and then she was an 

assistant minister, then an associate, and then a co-pastor. And by the time 

she was co-pastor she was out. So then her co-pastor left and they decided 

just to keep her as the sole pastor of the church. So she was out in that 

context. And that was before I went to Tallahassee. But she had developed 

this relationship, this succession of things.  

Wendy Taylor was out putting her profile all over the place, not finding 

anything. But she was finally able to be an assistant or associate in San 

Carlos in Northern California again. But nobody else was a sole pastor 

anywhere just having gotten there by putting their profile out in the pile of 

profiles. So I had that appreciation.  
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There are two moments that I remember. One was a dream that I had. And 

it was a very vivid dream for me. It was like sitting in a baseball stand, but 

the upper deck was above me. I was like way in the back row. Usually you 

can see the baseball field because it’s high enough and everything. In this 

one it was down and you could only see part of the infield through this 

little slit from where I was sitting. The rest of it was just sort of dark 

overhang. And I could see the players out there moving around, but I 

couldn’t see the whole field. And I remember in my dream saying I belong 

on that field. I remember that dream very distinctly.  

The other moment was—I used to do improvisation. Pat de Jong was a 

dear friend who was a very gifted improv teacher, and a group of us, Phil 

Porter and others, spent years together doing improv. And it was just fun. 

It was just fun stuff. But I remember we pulled our group together once 

for a session, and Pat knew I was having a really hard time, and she said 

okay, Loey, I’m going to be the church. And she just stood up there with 

her arms locked in front of her like the door of a church, and she asked me 

to come up. And I just railed against those doors, and ended up just, you 

know, falling apart and weeping, I was so angry and so hurt. So I had 

those experiences.  

But the other part of the fire was things were moving forward. You know, 

it’s like the Open and Affirming resolution had passed in 1985 and things 

were moving forward. But for me it was more the deep conviction that I 

knew I had something to offer. And we also had started Peace Church in 
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Oakland, which was a very, very part-time thing. And they called me as 

the first founding pastor, but still it was very part-time, and we had a 

collective group of folks who planned and led worship and stuff like that. 

And I did that for a couple of years.  

And when I left that they called somebody else and I think they managed 

to stay around for a few years and then folded. But it was a good place for 

a lot of folks in the Northern California Conference who couldn’t find a 

church elsewhere, or who wanted an unusual, creative worship service and 

things like that that we were able to offer. It wasn’t all gay and lesbian, but 

it was predominantly gay and lesbian, and definitely O&A. So I had my 

hand in sort of pastoral ministry that way. But again it was extraordinarily 

part-time, and it wasn’t, by itself, going to pay bills. So when I got the call 

to Tallahassee it was… 

Obie H. What year was that? 

Loey P. 1989. 

Obie H. And that was as the sole pastor? 

Loey P. As the sole pastor. 

Obie H. So far as you know you were the first to achieve that status? 

Loey P. Through the regular search process, yeah. 

Obie H. Was it a good call? 
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Loey P. It was a great call.  

Obie H. Tell us about it. 

Loey P. I mean, it really was. I didn’t know this initially, but I was the first 

candidate—they interviewed three candidates in person after doing phone 

interviews and all their sorting through process. And I did not know this, 

but they told me later that yeah, you were the first one, and we knew we 

wanted to call you, but we had to go through the other two interviews to 

honor their process; it was really hard and boring. We just clicked. I just 

clicked with this wonderful group of people and felt very excited about 

moving there, moving across the country.  

I didn’t know anything. When I went for the interview I said oh my god, 

where am I going? Because I had to fly in Atlanta, and then I’m on a tiny 

little prop plane to go down to Tallahassee. And it was hot as hell, you 

know? It’s like oh, my God. But they were great, and they had always 

been a church with a mission for reaching out into the community, and 

social justice, and so it was a good fit. 

Obie H. How long were you there? 

Loey P. Till ’97. 

Obie H. What was your relationship status at that time? 

Loey P. I was a single person. 
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Obie H. What type of… Well, tell us about the ministry of this church and your 

ministry in Tallahassee. Was there anything unique about it, special 

emphases? 

Loey P. They had made the intentional decision, during their interim period, to 

look into the Open and Affirming process after the new minister was 

called. They had had—their previous pastor before me was a closeted 

lesbian. Everybody knew it, but they never, ever talked about it. She never 

talked about it. So they were kind of relieved to have somebody who was 

out. So we did actually then develop a committee that put together the 

Open and Affirming process and all of that, and went through that, I think, 

in the first year I was there.  

 The other issues that were going on is I began, in the fall of 1989, in 

September and in October, the then governor, conservative Republican 

governor of Florida, wanted to…you know, had some atrocious anti-

abortion law that he wanted to pass for the state, so the statewide pro-

choice networks all came together to have a march on the capital. And this 

is like a month and a half after I get there. And they wanted any pro-

choice clergy, invited pro-choice clergy to be at the head of the march. So 

you pull out your collar and stuff like that.  

And then I knew who all my colleagues were going to be. It was the rabbi 

from the Reformed temple, it was the Presbyterian minister of a very open, 

progressive Presbyterian church, it was an Episcopal associate rector, it 
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was a Lutheran pastor and the Unitarian, of course, person. These were the 

ones I knew who would be my colleagues. And so we marched up at the 

front of the thing. We didn’t speak, but we spoke at a symposium around 

the march that the Presbyterian church hosted because they were right near 

the capital, which was very well attended, so I got to speak on why I 

believe women have a right to choose and what this is. So that was an 

issue. And finding colleagues there in town was great.  

And Mary Margaret Saxon, who was the Episcopal priest, and I decided 

we wanted to try to start a chapter of the Religious Coalition for Abortion 

Rights, which it was called then, for Northern California [CORRECTION: 

for North Florida]. We invited Brenda Joyner, who is now my partner, but 

we were involved with political things and social things before we were 

ever personal. She was with her lifetime partner at the time. But she was 

director of the Feminist Women’s Health Center, so she was involved with 

the organizing meeting for this as well to tell us what was going on with 

women that the clinic served and all that kind of stuff. So we got that 

going.  

We were looking at issues of peace. We started a peace camp in the 

summer for kids of all ages. We had an arts camp going. There were 

growing issues of church burnings in the South, of black churches. That 

was happening. So we tried to do work to address that. We had, for a 

while, a really fun fellowship relationship with a little church just across 

the border in Georgia, in Beachton, Georgia, right near Thomasville, 
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which was an African American church where Andy Young had done an 

internship when he was getting his wings in ministry and everything like 

that. And so we fellowshipped with each other. A couple times a year our 

congregation members would go visit and worship with them and eat, and 

they would come and visit with us. We exchanged preaching and stuff. So 

we did that. And Lawton Chiles became governor, and he was a great, 

progressive person.  

But the other thing that I found is the members of the church were, in their 

daily lives, often very engaged in these issues and then they wanted to 

come to church and they wanted me to do all the stuff, you know? It’s like 

you represent the church out there. We do this all week long. Some of 

them. Not all of them. But it kind of made me chuckle from time to time. 

But just finding new ways to worship together. They had been stuck in 

some worship patterns, so I was working with the worship planning 

committee and saying maybe we could try this, and, you know, and they 

liked it and things like that. And the church grew. It was good. 

Obie H. And then you took a call back in Cleveland, or in Cleveland. 

Loey P. Yeah, yeah, and— 

Obie H. Tell us about that. 

Loey P. Well, I received a call from Mary Susan Gast, who was then the Executive 

Director for the Coordinating Center for Women. And I knew that she was 

planning on leaving and they would be getting somebody else. I was on 
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the Executive Council. I was also on the General Synod Committee on 

Structure that was putting together and spent I don’t know how many 

years, six years putting together what the new structure of the United 

Church of Christ would look like that was going to be initiated in 2000, if 

it was approved by Synod. So I knew the Coordinating Center for Women 

was going to go out of existence in the year 2000. This was 1997 or ’96.  

And by then the relationship I had been in clearly needed to end, and it 

ended. And I had…Brenda and I had connected. Her partner died of breast 

cancer a year and a half before. I did volunteer work at the clinic as a 

spiritual counselor for women who had issues, and the clinic would call 

me to come in, so-and-so would really like to talk about what she’s going 

through and the decision she’s trying to make, and so I tried to support 

them. But they also did HIV-AIDS counseling, and I was a volunteer for 

the Florida HIV-AIDS Hotline. So I did my sort of in service training at 

the Feminist Women’s Health Center, and I got to know Brenda better.  

And I didn’t know her previous partner really. I didn’t know her history. I 

just knew she worked at the…you know, we were just politically 

connected. But then there was something that was…we realized that there 

was an attraction there.   

But it was during that year of ’76 [CORRECTION ‘96] when Mary Susan 

calls me and I said I wasn’t thinking about applying. She said you should 

apply for this, you should think about it. So I did. And then I decided well, 
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given the sort of change of dynamics in my personal life, and given that it 

was beginning to feel that I had completed things at that church that I 

wanted to do and complete that it might be a good time to think about a 

change, even though I wasn’t actively, at the time, looking. So I applied, 

and I was interviewed, and I was offered the position. And started that in 

February of 1997. 

Obie H. So you moved to Cleveland. 

Loey P. Well, yeah, I moved about six months later because Brenda made the 

decision to finish her work at the Feminist Women’s Health Center, and 

she wanted to go to law school. So she was going to go to law school in 

New York, and that was starting in the fall, late summer, fall. And so I 

traveled and commuted those first few months back and forth by 

agreement. 

Obie H. Between Tallahassee and— 

Loey P. Tallahassee and Cleveland, yeah. 

Obie H. And then you must have been back and forth with New York as well for a 

while. 

Loey P. Well, I got to know Route 80 very well. I mean, I was basically full-time 

in Cleveland, and yeah, I got to know Route 80 really well. 

Obie H. Did you enjoy the job in Cleveland? 
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Loey P. I did. I knew changes were happening. I was prepared for that. But I loved 

the Coordinating Center for Women. It was a small team and it involved 

all the issues that I care about that we were doing education on and 

advocacy around. But it was also—we had a group we called the Justice 

Six, which was the head of the Office for Church and Society, the 

Commission for Racial Justice, the American Missionary Association 

wing of the Board for Homeland Ministries, which was all their justice 

advocacy pieces, OC, Office of Communications Inc., which was the 

advocacy around communications and media stuff. So we met to keep 

ourselves sane, especially during this time of change, and to help make 

sure that these issues and the legacy of these issues, and the knowledge 

around these issues and the advocacy was not lost when the new structure 

happened, and to support each other. So that was a really wonderful group 

of colleagues to work with. We planned a women’s meeting that happened 

in 2000, but before the new structure happened. It happened in Charlotte 

and was a really wonderful event. I loved it. 

Obie H. And the new structure was adopted by the Synod? 

Loey P. Oh, yeah. 

Obie H. And where did that leave you? 

Loey P. It left me… We all had to apply for the new jobs. So I put my name in for 

the one that was the most appropriate. I was a team leader in Justice and 

Witness Ministries that had a variety of…we had really long job titles 
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then—Multiracial, Multicultural Transformation, Human Rights and 

Justice for Women. So I worked with a staff team that was working on 

human sexuality and justice for women on multiracial and multicultural 

things, on human rights, criminal justice, a whole variety our team worked 

on, a whole variety of issues. So I was part of the leadership team working 

with Bernice Powell Jackson, who was the executive minister then, called 

to that. And my other colleagues worked on a whole range of other issues. 

It was a good and lively time. 

Obie H. Did you stay in that position until your retirement? 

Loey P. Oh, God. 

Obie H. [Laughs.]  

Loey P. Well, when I went to CCW, I was the first out instrumentality executive. 

There was somebody else who was on that group who did not yet come 

out, but he did later. And then Ben Guess was the first out Officer of the 

church when the new structure happened [CORRECTION: a few years 

into the new structure]. But I stayed in Justice and Witness Ministries, but 

as resources diminished, money was less and less, etc., we had to realign 

ourselves periodically. We had four ministry teams. They became, 

eventually, the program-based team in Cleveland and our Washington, 

D.C. policy advocacy office. So that was always there. And we had a 

center in Franklinton, Franklinton Center in eastern North Carolina which 
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was always part of Justice and Witness Ministries until very recently. So 

we all worked together.  

But I stayed in Justice and Witness Ministries. I was on the leadership 

team as a team leader there until it was clear that they were going to be 

having to cut some more positions, but also when Geoffrey Black was 

General Minister and President. When he was reelected, they created an 

executive associate for the General Minister and President, and I was 

strongly encouraged to apply for that, which I did.   

[NOTE: During Loey's last two years in the national setting, she served as 

the Executive Associate to the General Minister and President.] 

So I officially left the national setting in that capacity in July or August or 

something of 2015, and took on a full-time job with Council for Health 

and Human Services Ministries, whose offices are also in the national 

setting, because they’re all the health and human service ministries of the 

UCC, to help Mike Readinger, the President and CEO, do some things and 

define what kind of position he needed, which eventually became the vice 

president position. So that carried me into 2016 with full-time work until 

March 1st of 2016, I think, or April 1st, and then I was done, you know, 

truly out of there. 

Obie H. Did Brenda complete law school? 

Loey P. She completed law school. But she didn’t become a lawyer. Her real 

passion and background is sociology, and she loves teaching sociology. 



  lgbtran.org 39 

She loves teaching and she loves teaching sociology. She was that close to 

her Ph.D., but it was a time when right in quick succession her mother 

died, her father died, and in the next year her partner of 22 years died, so 

she was pretty—and she was running the Feminist Women’s Health 

Center. So she was offered a position to complete her dissertation work at 

University of Maryland or somewhere like that, but all these deaths 

happened and she could not leave Tallahassee, and emotionally it 

was…yikes. Described it sort of as the walls in her house just coming 

down.  

So she was that close, but she could teach sociology at community college, 

you know, as an adjunct and things like that when things opened up. And 

she was interested in a law degree because she knew—she went to CUNY 

Law School and knew one of the professors there who was really 

encouraging her to come, and she thought that that would also amplify her 

sociological knowledge, so to speak, of systems and things like that. 

Obie H. So now you’ve been retired for the last year and a half or so. Where do 

you see the activism that you were so much a part of going in the future? 

And I don’t necessarily mean you, but I mean where is the movement 

going? 

Loey P. That’s such a good question. And Brenda and I talk about like where is the 

women’s movement today. And we’re both aware that there are new ways 

that movements are happening. There are movements that are driven by 
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the connection through social media, often. There are movements that are 

happening, like here in St. Louis, in the streets that are amplified by the 

use of social media getting people together, but they’re very real people 

who are meeting in person to organize and keep things going.  

I think that around women’s issues… Somebody asked me the other day, 

in a group thing, what is one thing that you were surprised to experience 

that you never thought you would. And what I said around the table was 

what I’m surprised is that all of these decades that we worked on women’s 

issues—access to contraception, to reproductive healthcare, to abortion,  

violence against women issues, anti-rape, everything, it feels worse than 

ever. It feels like everything is getting stripped away. And yeah, it’s the 

current administration, but it’s also the culture in which we live. It’s like 

did we just take this for granted and we forgot to keep ourselves, our feet 

to the fire here?  

I think a lot of liberals tend to believe that once people have good 

information they’ll understand the issues, and not understanding the 

emotional places, irrational and often emotional places that drive people’s 

opinions on things, and how powerful those are, and how easy it is to 

manipulate and get people and organize people to come out against your 

stuff. So yeah, we have to keep fighting so that women have access to the 

things that they legally have access to. Healthcare being stripped away, it 

feels like, all this sort of stuff. They’re going to take Medicare away, or 

diminish it. I mean, you’ll be worried about that, too.  
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And around LBGTQ stuff. I think culturally and socially we’re getting a 

lot of pushback verbally and pragmatically. I mean, practically. The Pulse 

Club shooting, what’s happening to trans women especially, and 

especially trans women of color just being murdered, and the kind of 

places that we thought we were creating of safety, it’s okay to come out, 

there’s acceptance and all of that are scarier than they have been in a 

while.  

But the vibrancy, maybe, or the increasing complexity that LBGT is now 

QIIA, you know, with all the multiple gender identities and binary this and 

that and queer identity, and how God’s people are defining themselves to 

be fully present in their bodies is a learning curve for all of us as we come 

together to move things forward with full knowledge, that intersection of 

culture and race and poverty, economic privilege and all of that, that we 

have not done as well in the past in understanding and advocating and 

knowing how to be in solidarity truly with everybody. Those growing 

edges that we are being pushed, especially by younger activists, I think is 

healthy and good and opening up the kind of conversations that we need to 

have.  

So some may be very frustrated. We’re not getting the pronouns right, 

we’re not getting the whatever right. I’m appreciative of their pushing on 

us and on society. I’m appreciative of all the very frank conversation 

about white supremacy, white privilege, and more whites actually taking 

that seriously and not just this is a…I can check off now I did the 
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curriculum on white privilege, so I did my diversity training, I’m checking 

this off. But rather understanding this is an everyday learning. Not all of 

us are there, but more of us are getting there.  

I’m there in many ways because of Brenda. And my family is also African 

American. Her family is also white. We bring this to each other’s lives. 

We’re very much accepted and loved by her family. Without making any 

big whatever, I simply have shown up with her at family events, and I’m a 

cousin now, and it feels really good. And my family has embraced Brenda. 

And they step over their white privilege in her presence from time to time, 

and it’s awkward and oop, oop, you know, but they love her. So that 

becomes the primary…the primary value that holds forth, is that love.  

We both went to the Women’s March in D.C. We stayed with Brenda’s 

brother and his family, who live in D.C., which was great, and he just 

drove us down to the march, and we could take the Metro back, so we 

didn’t have big transportation issues at all. And we loved it. The spirit of it 

was so sustaining. It was like, oh my God, there really are lots and lots of 

really good people who care about things who will show up. And there 

were marches all over the world on that day.  

And even though there isn’t some sort of singular movement that is 

holding everything together, there never has been. There never has been a 

one unified women’s movement, not even a one unified civil rights 

movement or antiwar movement. But there are times and moments of 
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history when the people do need to come together, and they may have to 

show up at Standing Rock. So they showed up at Standing Rock. They 

may have to show up with this idiot in the White House and what he’s 

doing, and they are showing up—access and the disabled access are 

showing up in the halls of Congress and blocking them with their 

wheelchairs, and women are showing up, and people who care about the 

environment are showing up.  

So maybe we’re not all some big kind of movement, and maybe the 

LBGTQIIAY movement isn’t all one thing, but if we are at least learning 

how to show up for each other in the critical moments when we need to 

show up, something good is happening. I hope for that. I would want to 

work for that, be part of that. And I think Mary Hunt said it in the plenary 

the other morning, or yesterday morning, Gloria Steinem says I’ve still got 

my torch, I’m not giving it up. I’m not just going to roll over and let 

everybody pass on by. But I feel the same way, you know, wanting to be 

an active part of things. 

Obie H. Thank you. 

Loey P. You’re welcome. 

[End of recording.]  


