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2022-23 ANNUAL REPORT CONTENTSOUR MISSION

Our mission is to preserve history and encourage scholarly 
study of LGBTQ+ religious movements around the world.

OUR THREE BASIC PURPOSES

1 We assist LGBTQ+ religious leaders and groups in 
determining how best to preserve their records and 
papers in appropriate repositories.

2 We provide a digital information clearinghouse 
(www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org) for these archival 
collections and other historical data about LGBTQ+ 
religious history for the use of historians, researchers 
and other interested persons.

3 We encourage scholarly research and study about 
queer religious history. 
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LETTER FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Growing Steadily
LGBTQ-RAN has completed its third year operating as an independent 
nonprofit organization. This board has established LGBTQ-RAN as a solid, 
growing entity and through the dedicated work of our personnel has 
strengthened and expanded programming. We are pleased to present you 
with these highlights in our 2022-23 annual report.  

We have reached out to you and other LGBTQ-RAN constituents through our 
series of monthly online webinars. These continuing education opportunities 
showcase what historians and scholars are researching and publishing across 
a diverse expanse of LGBTQ+ religious history. In addition, our personnel 
provided interactive workshops that delineate best practices for archiving 
paper and digital records. 

As our society emerged from Covid restrictions, LGBTQ-RAN was delighted 
to co-host an in-person gathering with Union Theological Seminary in 
New York City to celebrate the first recipient of the new Virginia Ramey 
Mollenkott Award. Through the generosity of a number of Mollenkott friends 
we endowed a memorial fund that will underwrite the costs of the Mollenkott 
Award for years to come. 

Recognizing the need for resources for teaching LGBTQ+ spiritual history in 
a variety of educational setting, LGBTQ-RAN has prioritized gathering and 
creating such resources on our website. Our new Educational Resource Prize 

is one way we are growing and diversifying the availability of these resources 
for educators.  

The turbulent global economy in 2022 provided some financial challenges—
reduced foundation monies and a negligible increase in donation revenue. 
Given recent economic improvements, the board is redoubling its efforts to 
build a giving base that will sustain and grow our preservation and educational 
endeavors into the future. We are proud that LGBTQ-RAN accomplishes 
so much with quite limited resources. It is your support that will enable 
LGBTQ-RAN to continue its mission in the coming years.  

Finally, the Board lifts up our dedicated and gifted personnel team—all of 
whom work very part-time—but who make LGBTQ-RAN an unprecedented 
resource on queer religious history. Furthermore, we express gratitude 
to the countless volunteers who help with webinars, serve as advisors, 
participate in our events, send us historical information, and tell others 
about LGBTQ-RAN. It is this collaboration that makes LGBTQ-RAN a unique 
resource and community.

 
Sincere thanks,
The LGBTQ-RAN Board of Directors (see next page)
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Marnie Warner
CHAIR

Rev. Jakob  
Hero-Shaw

Richard Peterson
TREASURER

Joel L.  
Kushner, Psy.D

Rev. Elder  
Diane Fisher*

Brendan  
Fay

Rev. Elder  
Jim Mitulski

Scott  
Haldeman, Ph.D.*

Monique  
Moultrie, Ph.D.

Rev. Roberto  
Ochoa*

Kori  
Pacyniak*

* To strengthen organizational leadership, four additional 
board members were added, effective July 1, 2023.

Board 
of

Directors
as of July 1, 2023
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LGBTQ-RAN’s website is the foremost source of information on LGBTQ+ 
religious history around the world.  

Archives Growth

DID YOU KNOW

Our Profiles Gallery has 600+ 
biographies of leaders and prominent 

initiators in LGBTQ+ religious 
movements around the world?

EXPLORE PROFILES →

Carl Foote
WEB TECHNICIAN

Doris 
Malkmus
ARCHIVIST

Mark  
Bowman
FOUNDER &  
EXEC. DIRECTOR

OUR TEAM

THIS YEAR WE GATHERED AND ADDED

biographical 
profiles 
FOR A TOTAL OF 609 

collection 
listings 
FOR A TOTAL OF 424

oral history 
interviews 
FOR A TOTAL OF 74

remembrances
FOR A TOTAL OF 205

32
27

2
21
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Educational Programs
2022

 Exceptionally Queer: Sexuality 
and Gender in Mormonism

 Ochumaré’s Rainbow & the  
River Maid: Queerness in Black 
Atlantic Religions

 • Archiving Papers & Records

2023

 Gay Priest John McNeill: Stories of 
a Passionate & Prophetic Witness

 Preserving Sistory: Archives & the 
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence

 • Preserving Your Web Presence at  
the Internet Archive

 Virginia Ramey Mollenkott Award  
Honoring Wallace Best, Ph.D.

 Trans Visibility Past & Present

 Hidden Histories: Faith & Black  
Lesbian Leadership

 Kids on the Street: Queer Kinship 
& Religion in San Francisco’s 
Tenderloin

VIEW UPCOMING EVENTS →

We held a monthly webinar series 
exploring different aspects of 
LGBTQ+ religious and spiritual 
history to provide learning 
opportunities for our growing and 
diverse constituency.
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Communications & Outreach
AhSa-Ti 
Tyehimba-Ford
COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR 

Riot  
Mueller
COMMUNICATIONS 
ASSISTANT 

AhSa-Ti Tyehimba-Ford and Riot Mueller promoted the webinar program 
and methodically disseminated information about LGBTQ-RAN’s vast online 
resources through social media and other communication networks.  

TRIBUTES TO INSPIRATIONAL BLACK QUEER LEADERS OUTREACH

Kelly Brown Douglas  
on Pauli Murray
WATCH VIDEO →

Alicia R. Forde  
on Ayo Yetunde
WATCH VIDEO →

Su Yon Pak  
on Alicia Forde
WATCH VIDEO →

increase in email 
constituency20FOR A TOTAL OF 2,673 SUBSCRIBERS

Pride 2023 - You Are Loved
WATCH VIDEO →

7LGBTQ-RAN ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqXmrYQVz-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHxoMcrxIj8
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LGBTQ-RAN encouraged scholarly research 
about the history of queer spirituality, led by  
an Advisory Team of historians, archivists 
and activists.   

HIGHLIGHTS

• An Educational Resource Prize was given 
for a second year to Elizabeth Pérez, Ph.D. 
for her course: “LGBT Religious History: 
Queering the Spirit.”  

• Sam Davis and Sam McLoughlin received 
honorable mention for their syllabus: 
“Queerness at the Potluck: Storytelling, 
Religion, & History.”

• Summer intern Thomas Schwartz created 
an educational resource on BIPOC Religion 
and AIDS Activism.

Research & Scholarship

Carolyn Bratnober

Rev. Derrick McQueen, 
 Ph.D.

Ahmad Greene-Hayes,  
Ph.D.

Elizabeth Peréz,  
Ph.D.

Suzanna Krivulskaya,  
Ph.D.

Gillian Frank,  
Ph.D.

Andrew C. Patty

Drake Konow

Timothy W. Jones,  
Ph.D.

Justin SabiaTanis,  
Ph.D.

Nancy Krody

ADVISORS

READ ADVISOR BIOGRAPHIES →

LGBTQ-RAN ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 8

https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/queering-the-spirit-course
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/queering-the-spirit-course
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/queerness-at-the-potluck-syllabus
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/queerness-at-the-potluck-syllabus
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/bipoc-aids-activism
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/bipoc-aids-activism
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/advisors
https://www.lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/profiles


LGBTQ-RAN collaborated with the estate and family of renowned feminist-
lesbian-trans theologian Virginia Ramey Mollenkott (1932-2020) to name our 
annual award for papers as well as establish a memorial fund in her honor.

 

Dozens of persons gathered to hear invigorating presentations:

• Librarian & author Keegan Osinki elucidated the significance of  
queer religious history for our day;

• Theologian Rev. Dr. Patrick Cheng gave tribute to the profound  
legacy of Virginia Ramey Mollenkott in queer theology;

• Historian Gillian Frank, Ph.D. interviewed Wallace Best, Ph.D. on  
his award-winning paper, “Everybody Knew He Was ‘That Way;’  
Chicago’s Clarence H. Cobbs, American Religion & Sexuality  
During the Post World War II Period.”

VIRGINIA RAMEY MOLLENKOTT

Memorial Award

Virginia Ramey  
Mollenkott (1932-2020)

Below: LGBTQ-RAN board member Brendan Fay, awardee 
Wallace D. Best, Ph.D., presenter Keegan Osinski.

Above: Board chair Marnie Warner; presenters Keegan Osinski, Rev. Dr. Patrick Cheng, Debra 
Morrison, Wallace D. Best, Ph.D., & Gillian Frank, Ph.D.; executive director Mark Bowman. 

The inaugural Virginia Ramey Mollenkott Award 
was presented to Wallace D. Best, Ph.D., at a 
public reception co-hosted with Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City on March 8, 2023.

RELIVE THE AWARD PRESENTATION  →
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In collaboration with friends and family of Virginia Ramey Mollenkott, 
LGBTQ-RAN raised $45,695 in gifts and pledges to endow the Mollenkott 
Memorial Fund. The proceeds from the investment of these funds will 
be used to cover the annual expenses for the Virginia Ramey Mollenkott 
Award. LGBTQ-RAN expresses deep gratitude to these 54 households for 
the generous gifts that will commemorate Virginia’s profound legacy as 
well as support queer religious scholarship for many years to come.

EAGLE (her favorite) 
$5,000
David & Connie Herrstrom
Nancy E. Krody
Anne Linstatter
Debra Morrison

EAGLET  
$2,500–$4,999
Carter Heyward
Gail Ricciuti

GREAT BLUE HERON 
$1,000–$2,499
Ray Bagnuolo
Mark Bowman
Marvin M. Ellison
Mary Anna Hite  

& Elizabeth Norman
Rick Peterson  

& Wayne Bradley
Michael S. Piazza
Bob Roehm
Robert Whitmoyer
Anonymous Donor

WILD GOOSE  
$500-$999
Selisse Berry
Daniel Borysewicz

Steve Carson
Beverly Dale
Brendan Faye & Tom 

Moulton
Marie M. Fortune  

& Glenna T. Shepherd
Ron Gebhardtsbauer  

& Greg Wright
Jakob Hero-Shaw
Mary E. Hunt & Diann L. 

Neu
Jay Johnson
Deborah Maria
Jim Mitulski
Bev Reddick in honor  

of Ellie Charlton
Ralph Watkins
Nancy Wilson & Paula 

Schoenweather

CARDINAL  
$250-$499
Nicholas Calamusa
Marie Mayor
Cameron Partridge
Deb Reale
Jean Richardson  

& Pat Mulroy
William Stell

ROBIN  
$100–$249
Jann Aldredge-Clanton
Lockett Ballard, Jr.
Dona Garofano
Neill Johnson
Donald King
Brian McNaught  

& Ray Struble
Roselyn Narvarte in  

memory of Steve Carson
Sarah Novak
Arlene Scala & Donna Ezrol
Johnine Simpson
Max Strassfeld
Richard Taylor

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 
$1–$99
Janet Blaustein
Kathy Cheney-Egan
Harry Knox
John Magisano
Rita Voors
Melissa Wilcox & Nicole 

Pitsavas

VIRGINIA RAMEY MOLLENKOTT

Memorial Fund

Financial Statement
Carryover from 2021-22 $17,975
2022-23 Donations $23,570
Earnings on investments   $5,143

Fund Balance 6/30/2023 $46,688
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Operating Fund Report

TO BE REFINED

Expenses
Historical Preservation $23,976
Educational Resources $17,103
Communications & Outreach $27,461
Administration $13,866

Total Expenses $82,406

The $24,722 deficit for this fiscal year was applied to a positive fund balance 
carried over from 2021-22 leaving an operating fund balance of $2,927 as of 
June 30, 2023. In addition, the reserve fund balance was $15,024. 

A copy of complete financial statements for 2022-23 are available upon request.

Revenue
Donations $37,659
Carpenter Foundation Grant $20,000
Interest $25

Total Revenue $57,684

Thank You to Our Generous Donors

$1,000+
Mark Bowman
Fetzer Institute
Nancy E. Krody
Jim Mitulski
Monique Moultrie
Richard Peterson & Wayne 

Bradley
Bob Roehm Foundation Fund
Marnie Warner & rosi 

olmstead

$500-$999
Rebecca Alpert
Judy Cayot
Patrick Cheng
John D’Emilio

First UMC Austin
Ron Gebhardstbauer  

& Greg Wright
Jay Johnson
Lynn Jordan
Joel Kushner
Deborah Maria
William J. Matson
Stephen Pentek
Bev Reddick
Michelle A. Scheidt  

& Barbara Crock
David Showers & Bruce Calvin
Beverley Simmons  

& Mary Lou Schill
Kenneth South

LGBTQ-RAN is most grateful to the E. Rhodes & Leona 
B. Carpenter Foundation for its generous support.

continues on next page →
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$250-$499
Karen Doherty & Lori Mei
Bob Eiffert & Michael Curry
Morris Floyd & Alex Herrera
J. Bennett Guess
Ed Hansen
Jakob Hero-Shaw
Wayne MacPherson
Doris Malkmus
J. Gordon Melton
Larry Neff
Anthony Petro
Nancy Richardson
Richard Taylor
Rebecca Voelkel
Melissa Wilcox
Sharon Wright
Stan Yogi & David Carroll

$100-$249
Revs. Dennis & Gail Alexander
James Doig Anderson &  

Rafael Enrique Catala

Greg Atkins
Roy Birchard
Dan Blackford
Nancy Carter
John Connoley
Kathy Cooper-Ledesma
Jimmy Creech
Paul Crego
Beverly Dale
Rebecca Eptein-Levy
Don Fado
Gabrielle Garcia
Pamela Gardner
Jeannine Gramick
Ahmad Greene-Hayes
Jan & Nancy Hensley-Olson
Paul Hidy
Martha Hoffman
Holly Humphreys
Mary E. Hunt & Diann Neu
Toby Johnson
Rev. Dawn E. Jones, LTC,  

Retired, USAR
Ted Karpf
Stephen Klein
Harry Knox
Clayton Koppes & Jax Kelly
Melodee Kornacker
Bernard Lynch
Jim McCrea
Rick Mixon
Dante Nagtalon
Stephen Novak
Su Yon Pak &  

Kathleen Talvacchia
Cameron Partridge
Arlene Scala
Marti Scheel
Eric Schuman
Barry Smith
Matthew Smucker
B.J. Stiles
Rev. Deborah Streeter
Emilie Townes

Troy Plummer Treash
Trudi Veldman
Anthony Venn-Brown
Heather R. White
Lucy Williams & Faith Perry

$1-$99
Rummel Bautista
Bonnie Beckonchrist  

& Kim Coffing
Donald Behr
Stafford Betty
David Biviano
Janet Blaustein
Gerry Brague
Rev. Dr. Joanne Carlson Brown
Stacy Cusulos
John Doherty
Carl Foote
Larry Fox
Adrian Graham
Glenda Guess
David Jamieson

Paul Kittlaus &  
Janet Vandevender

John Magisano
Iain McDonald
Joseph McGowan
Robert W. McMahon
Eleanor Mockridge
Stephen Montgomery
Jeanette Mott Oxford &  

Dorothy Gannon
Judith Plaskow
Ruth Potts
Loey Powell
Glenn Risdon
Margaret Rodrigues
Larry Rodriguez
Bradley Schmeling
John Sorlie
Jim & Jackie Spahr
Marsha Stevens
Max Strassfeld
Rita Voors
Jeff Wells

LGBTQ-RAN expresses appreciation to these 128 households and groups for their abundant giving to support our operations over this past year.

Donors (continued)
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LGBTQ-RAN reminds us that the significant 
moments in our queer histories and herstories 
occur when generations of the oppressed, past 
and present, rise up to become the legacy 
of living into your truths, authenticity, and 
empowerment, as activists and enablers of 
creation stories for social justice.       

             Lynn Jordan

TESTIMONIALS FROM SOME MONTHLY GIVERS

Why I Give

A special expression of gratitude to the 17 households 
who provide recurring gifts totaling $1,100+ per 
month to sustain LGBTQ-RAN’s operations. 

It's all too easy to ignore or even erase the history 
of LGBTQ people in religion. This organization is 
one of the very few that fights back, as it archives 
the amazing work LGBTQ people have done and 
showcases this activism through its online platform.   

             Anthony Michael Petro, Ph.D. Religion and spirituality have been vital to the 
LGBTQ+ struggle for justice, and LGBTQ-RAN 
continues to be the only organization devoted to 
preserving this important and little-known history.        

             Heather R. White, Ph.D.
I give to LGBTQ-RAN every month as a 
way to honor the courageous saints and 
brave trailblazers who took risks and 
walked faithfully as shining lights in the 
queer history of the Church.   

             Rev. Matthew Smucker
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What can I do?

Tell others about LGBTQ-RAN and 
encourage them to explore the website. 

So often we hear that people are 
astonished to have never seen what 

valuable resources we have. 

Spread the word
Send us information about queer 

religious history to archive. We need the 
assistance of others to document the 

vast historical record of LGBTQ+ religious 
movements around the world.

Help build the archive
A monthly recurring gift or a one-time 

gift to LGBTQ-RAN helps us continue to 
capture important stories from the past 

and those that are being lived today.  
Giving ensures our legacy. 

Make a gift

LGBTQ Religious Archives Network
P.O. Box 408565

Chicago, IL 60640
(773) 316-8892
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