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LGBTQ-RAN is an innovative venture

in preserving and encouraging the study of LGBTQ+ religious history around the world. LGBTQ-RAN:

m  Assists LGBTQ+ religious leaders and groups in determining how best to preserve their records
and papers in appropriate repositories.

m Provides an electronic information clearinghouse for these archival collections and other
historical data about LGBTQ+ religious history for the use of historians, researchers, and other
interested persons.

m  Encourages scholarly research and study and education on LGBTQ+ religious history.

m Presents programs featuring authors, scholars, and faith leaders that amplify key facets of
LGBTQ+ religious history as well as current issues.

In 2025, LGBTQ-RAN:

m Increased to more than 500 the number of archival collections listed in the online catalog, up
from 450 at the start of the year.

m Published nearly 100 new biographical profiles of leaders of LGBTQ+ religious movements
around the world, increasing the total to nearly 750.

m Increased to 90 the number of oral histories on LCBTQ+ religious movement leaders.

m Continued to host 17 online exhibitions featuring digital artifacts arranged to dramatically
portray the story of a particular element of LGBTQ+ religious history.

m Hosted 10 monthly webinars viewed by more than 1,200 people either live or on demand on
YouTube.

m Presented two cash awards to recognize excellence in scholarship and teaching about LGBTQ+
religious history: the Virginia Ramey Mollenkott Award to Italian historian Achille Marotta for
his paper on same-sex intimacy between Muslims and Christians in 18th-century Italy, and the
Educational Resource Prize to Sydney Sheedy for her slide show examining the spiritual side of
gueer organizing at the height of the AIDS epidemic.

m Held an annual online GALA that honored five @
movement elders and three of today's changemakers. L ek Present
It raised more than $25,000 to support LGBTQ-RAN
programs, thanks to the support of seven champion-
level and 41 partner-level sponsors as well as more
than 50 individual donors.
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An average of 213 people a day visited

Igbtgreligiousarchives.org in 2025. They most often come to read our profiles, but over the course of
the past year about 3,000 people have visited our online exhibits and more than 1,600 have visited
our oral history page. In addition, our email list grew 9% to bring our subscriber total to 3,698.

Our audience is increasingly international: 177% of our web traffic is from outside the United States.
That includes 6% from the United Kingdom, 4% from Canada, and significant numbers from
Germany, Brazil, and Australia.



https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/collections
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/profiles
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/oral-histories
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/exhibits
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/events
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/awards-prizes
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/gala-2025
http://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org

It began in 2001 with an audacious idea:

What if the internet, which at that time was rapidly becoming a primary way for
people to find and share information, could be used as a repository for the often
untold and underappreciated stories of LGBTQ+ people of faith and their impact on
the quest for a more just and inclusive world?

That year, Mark Bowman launched the LGBTQ Religious Archives Network as a
project of Chicago Theological Seminary with seed funding from the E. Rhodes
and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation. Using emerging digital technologies, LGBTQ-
RAN began building a virtual archive that included its own profiles and links to
collections held in repositories around the world, accessible to anyone in the world
with access to a web browser.

This year, LGBTQ-RAN celebrates its 25th anniversary, having grown from a
seminary project to an independent, 501(c)(3) organization with a global footprint.
The stories and resources aggregated by LGBTQ-RAN have become the backbone
of numerous books, research papers, and podcasts. Importantly, the chapters in the
continuing story of LGBTQ+ equality are now written with LGBTQ+ people of faith
where they belong in the center of the narrative.

We are celebrating, but we are not resting. We are adding a European Public
Historian to our small but mighty part-time contract team. We have launched a
new $1,500 exhibit grant to encourage the creation of a high-quality virtual exhibit
based on scholarly research of a significant milestone in LGBTQ+ religious history.
We are continuing to host monthly webinars that use significant historical events,
trends, and people in LGBTQ+ religious history to inform the present and forge the
future. And we continue to encourage records preservation and the use of those
records in scholarly research.

As one of our board members, Rabbi Camille Shira Angel, likes to say, “archiving is
activism.” Archiving is the difference between a voice that is heard for one moment
in one place and a voice that echoes through time and space. Archiving means
that our voices are not silenced, but can educate and motivate again and again.
Making that possible has been the mission of LGBTQ-RAN, and we are committed
to making sure our voices are preserved and amplified for generations to come.

That committment has always been possible only because of your generous
support—and for that we give you our deepest thanks. We hope we can count on
you to continue this sacred journey with us. We need each other more than ever.
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A dedicated board of directors oversees

the work of LGBTQ-RAN. That work is executed by a small team of contract personnel, supported by
an advisory team and a network of volunteers. To learn more about our leadership and staff, please
visit Igbtgreligiousarchives.org/about.
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The backbone of LGBTQ-RAN is

a small team of part-time contract staff and volunteers led by executive director and founder

Mark Bowman. Volunteers assist with biographical profiles, recording oral history interviews, and
gathering artifacts for online exhibitions. LGBTQ-RAN provides training and guidance. To learn more
about our team members, go to Igbtgreligiousarchives.org/team.

Our interns are essential contributors

to our work—and especially so in 2025. Our intern program is designed to give students and
scholars valuable opportunities to not only bolster our programs but advance their academic or
career aspirations. Here's some of the outstanding work each of our interns did in 2025.

Soaad Elbahwati
connected with queer
Muslim leaders and
groups and wrote a
number of biographical
profiles of those leaders.

Elina Makinen

gathered information
about key European
LGBTQ+ religious groups
and leaders, including

Tiarra Hill

wrote profiles and
created video content
for the GALA and our
social media channels.

Livy Brager created
social media videos
about LGBTQ-RAN
events and edited the
organization’s new

their archival collections,
and wrote several
profiles.

introductory video.

We pay special tribute to Carl Foote

o retired from LGBTQ-RAN after 24 years of service to the organization.
Carl was instrumental in setting up and maintaining the online infrastructure
that made LGBTQ-RAN possible, using when possible open-source platforms
that enabled the organizations to minimize its expenses while offering a
high-quality, robust website. We are deeply indebited to Carl for his steadfast
dedication to the organization and his unmatched skill in making our ever-
expanding trove of content available to the world.



http://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/team

Fiscal Year 2025
Year-End Financial Report

OPERATING FUND

Revenue

Donations $72,285
Grants $32,000
TOTAL $104,285
Expenses

Historical Preservation $37954
Educational Resources $22,652
Communications & Outreach $36,021
Administration $23,295
TOTAL $109,922

YEAR-END FUND BALANCES (12/31/2025)

Operating Fund $5,089

Reserve Fund $15,527

Bob Roehm Intern Fund $8,842

Mollenkott Endowment $67,295

TOTAL ASSETS $99,153
HIGHLIGHTS

s Donation revenue increased by 37% from the previous fiscal year—from $52,806 to $72,285. The
number of givers increased by 15% from 174 to 200.

s Operating expenses (which are largely for contract personnel) increased by 23% to $109,222,
leaving a positive fund balance of $5,089 at the end of the fiscal year.

= A generous $10,000 gift from major donor Bob Roehm was invested and will be used to pay a
stipend for one part-time intern for several years.

m  The endowment fund for the Virginia Mollenkott Award had a strong return on investments,
increasing by almost $10,000 even after covering expenses for the 2024-25 Award.

Our supporters have enabled us to host:

518 IEID
links to primary a
source collections

17
online
743 exhibitions
profiles of
LGBTQ+ 50
faith leaders |> webinars and
online events

95 -
oral histories




Thank you to our donors

Major support for LGBTQ-RAN's operations was provided by an annual grant from
the E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter Foundation.
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Congregational Church of the Peninsula
Sharon Groves

Nancy E. Krody

Rick Peterson & Wayne Bradley

Bob Roehm

Marnie M. Warner

$1,000-$2,499

Kim Byham

Fetzer Institute

Ron Gebhardtsbauer & Greg Wright
Scott S. Haldeman

Carter Heyward

Lynn Jordan

Deborah Maria

Jim Mitulski

Monigue Moultrie

Reconciling Ministries Network
Starr King School for the Ministry
United Church of Christ, National Setting
Virginia Theological Seminary

$500-$999

Selisse Berry

Judy Cayot

John D'Emilio

Karen Doherty & Lori Mei

Bob C. Eiffert & Michael Curry

Morris Floyd & Alex Herrera

Lynne Gerber

Cedric Harmon

Brent Hawkes

Joel Kushner

J. Gordon Melton

MCC Toronto

Roberto Ochoa
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Affirmation: United Methodists for LGBTQ Concerns
Rebecca T. Alpert

James Doig Anderson
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Auburn Theological Seminary

Jim Bailey & Paul Burguieres
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Dan Blackford
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Ann B. Day

Frank DeBernardo
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Eden Theological Seminary

Janet Edwards

Episcopal Divinity School
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General Commission on Archives & History

Eloy Hernandez

Holly Humphreys & Anita Gram

[liff School of Theology

Ted Karpf

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago

Doris Malkmus

MCC San Francisco

Meadville Lombard Theological School

Methodist Theological School in Ohio

New Ways Ministry

Northern California Nevada Conference UCC

Open and Affirming Coalition

rosi olmstead

Parity

Perkins School of Theology

Anthony Michael Petro

Isaiah J. Lewis Poole

Presbyterian Historical Society

Bev Reddick

Nancy Richardson

Eric Schuman

Seventh-day Adventist Kinship International

Julie Sheetz

Mark Shenise

Soulforce

Rick Spalding




St. Paul's UCC Chicago

Swig Program in Jewish Studies and Social Justice
Richard Henry Taylor

Union Theological Seminary

United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities
Wesley Theological Seminary

Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual
Wyoming Equality

$100-$249

Faisal Alam

Dennis & Gail Alexander
Wallace Alston

Ray Biegun

Edward Blanton

Nancy A. Carter

Skip Chasey

Terri Echelbarger

Eric Eldritch

Nicole Michelle Garcia
Alan Gates

Bobbie Gaunt

Ed Hansen

Jan & Nancy Hensley-Olson
Candy Holmes

Mary E. Hunt & Diann Neu
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Paul Jeselsohn

Toby C. Johnson
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Stephen Klein
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Bernard Lynch

Ted Mason

Kevin McLemore
Robert McMahon

Brian R. McNaught & Ray Struble
Ve'Amber Miller
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Donna Riley

Kent Roberts
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Scottie Shelton
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Barry Smith
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Roland Stringfellow
Emilie Townes

Troy Plummer Treash
Randall Tyson

Trudi Veldman

Rebecca Voelkel

Ralph Earl Watkins
Deborah Weekley

Jeff Wells

Heather R. White

Melissa M. Wilcox & Nicole Pitsavis
Shatavia Wynn

Nancy Wilson

Under $100
Susan Barnes
Don Behr

Roy Birchard
David Biviano
Daniel Borysewicz
Edward Buechel
Marylynn Bujalski
Kathie Carpenter
James Carson
Mark Clark

John Connoley
Ladonna Daniel
Anthony Durante
Cecilia Eggleston
Carl Foote

Larry Fox

Robin Gorsline
Kevin Hale

Lyle Jenks
William R. Johnson
Penny Junco
Godfree Mclntyre
Stephen Novak
Cynthia Ovando
Jeanette Oxford & Dorothy Gannon
Kori Pacyniak
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Chris Pett
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Susan Schrader
Steve Schunk

Jill Strachan
Wendy Taylor
Adriaan van Klinken
Ella Vincent

Ryan Wager
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) LGBTQ_

Religious Archives Network

Igbtqreligiousarchives.org
info@lgbtgreligiousarchives.org
PO Box 408565, Chicago IL 60640
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