
GROUP 1

Reading Primary Sources Guide

Document
Creator/Source

Who wrote it?   When?   Why?
Is it a plausibly reliable source?

Audience Who was the intended audience?
Was there more than one audience/purpose?

Historical Background When and where was the document created?
What was different then?
How did circumstances at that time affect the content?

Close Reading What language (words, ideas, phrases, images) does the
document use to persuade the audience(s)?
How does the language reveal the author’s perspective?

Small Group Investigation and Questioning of Documents A & B

1. Compare the rhetoric and tone of the Balm in Gilead document with that of the
Prayer Week.  Which convinced you they were in the trenches with victims of AIDS?

2. Who was the audience for each of these events?
3. What do you think was the goal of each of these events?

REPORT OUT TO GROUP:  What inhibited or ignited the Black
Christian church responses to AIDS?  Give evidence and examples.



Document A  The Balm in Gilead, Inc.

On February 28, 1994, leaders from the Black Church congregated in Washington, DC to sign a
“Declaration of War on HIV/AIDS.” The document called upon the Black community to end the
“scourge of AIDS in our time” and “to wage a war on fear and ignorance of AIDS/HIV.”

Citation:: “The Balm of Gilead, Inc.,” Susan M. Chambré Research Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale
University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.



Document B  AIDS Prayer Week

In 1992, The Westsider published an article about The Balm in Gilead’s annual prayer for healing.
Hundreds of people congregated to commemorate those who died from AIDS. This was the fourth
iteration of the annual event. Seele spoke at the event and spoke about the intersection of faith and
medicine.
Citation: Emily Torgan, “AIDS Prayer Week: Westside Churches Spread the Healing,” found in Susan M. Chambré
Research Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9
Folder 4.


