GROUP 2 There is a Balm in Africa

Reading Primary Source Guide

Document Who wrote it? When? Why?
Creator/Source Is it a plausibly reliable source?
Audience Who was the intended audience?

Was there more than one audience/purpose?

Historical Background

When and where was the document created?
What was different then?
How did circumstances at that time affect the content?

Close Reading

What language (words, ideas, phrases, images) does the
document use to persuade the audience(s)?
How does the language reveal the author’s perspective?

1. What are annual reports by non-profit organizations? Who creates them? What is
their purpose? Who is their audience? Are these documents intended to be
informative or persuasive?

2. The Balm of Gilead expanded its work to Africa. What could be their reasons? Build
a case for your answer from the evidence /documents.

REPORT OUT: One of the major non-profit organizations fighting
AIDS used a Biblical expression for its name. Why would they?

They expanded their outreach to Africa. How did they?




Document C The Victory Shall Be Ours
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T'HE VICTORY
SHALIL BE OURS!

y Dear Family:

Jis year, The Balm In Gilead acknowledges the linary work that churches are
in Black communities everywhere to address the devastation of HIV/AIDS. We cel-
the outpouring of compassion, care and services that churches in the United States,
he Caribbean and Africa are providing as they embrace their Christian responsibility fo

ddress the suffering in Black communities worldwide due to HIV/AIDS.
The Balm In Gilead invites all ions that have not joined the crusade for
so now! The epidemic
rganized ourselves to
o and our men
al “don’t care”

Pernessa C. Seele
Founder/CEO,
The Balm In Gilead

Week of Pproyies

An introductory message from the founder of The Balm in Gilead, Pernessa Seele, in the organization’s 2003
annual report. Seele implored all Black religious traditions to combat stigma around AIDS and to aid the
afflicted. Citation: “The Victory Shall Be Ours,” Balm of Gilead, Inc. Annual Report, Susan M. Chambré Research
Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.



Document D

Religious leaders of
Cote d'ivoire jointly
cuthored a proclama-
100 to address AIDS in
Heir country.

I,

. Yol prayer 2003

There is a Balm in Africa

| The Balm In Gilead’s

Afri

HIV/AIDS Faith

ive gets faith

leaders of all back- |
grounds mobilized and
working together to

fight the pandemic.
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The Balm In Gilead established a fransatlantic partnership between African and African

American religious leaders o effecively address the AIDS pandemic among Black peo-

ple worldwide. The Balm In Gilead's Africa HIV/AIDS Faith Infafive is cimed! a build-

ing the capacity of faith organizations in Cdte d'ivire, Nigeria, Tanzania, Zimbobwe

and Kenya fo become effeciive forces in AIDS prevention, service delivery, dismanling
the stigma of AIDS and providing support for children orphaned by AIDS.

Continved on next page
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(i por s In Tonznia were eager o
) starieds and with good  reason;
Scordin: 1o UNAIDS, of the 1.5 mlion
Jo nfecled with HIV.in Tanzania, 1
¥ oncf fem are between the ages of
wd 49, 1tis estimated that from 1990 1o
2010, AIDS will have increased the death
g by more than 50 percent. More than
1.1 millon children under the age of 15
Jeors ore orphaned fo AIDS. .
The situation in Tanzania is grim, but
religious leaders are anxious fo do some-
hing to turn back the clock on this epi-
demic Most people in Tanzania live in
wral ¢ 2as ond the church is the most
gower | instittion affecting their lves.
The ¢/ ch has the potential to make a
huge i pact in the fight against HIV/AIDS
inthe ouniry, and that's why prominent
g leaders from all over the region
came - Dodoma for the Chrisfian Council
of To-zania’s Bishops' Consulfation.
Bishoy <, reverends, sisters, doctors, @

‘denominations have come
fogether ecumenically fo
talk about HIV/AIDS edy-
cation. Tanzanian Prime
Minister Frederick Tlrway Sumaye nofed,
"Three HIV-positive people were identified in
1993, and foday there are 2 million. We
are allfighting against a common enemy.”
The government recently organized a faith
groups' consultation that emphasized the
need for pastoral as well as physical care.

Sumaye thanked The Balm In Gilead
infensely for showing their commitment.
"Our government welcomes your efforts and
human and material resources. Victory is.
cerfain if we join hands fogether.”

Zivi ABWE

According to UNAIDS, Zimbabwe is one of
the counties worst affected by HIV/AIDS in
the world, ranked second only fo Bofswana
vith the highest HIV prevalence on the con=
finent. More than 2,000 people die each
doy of AIDS. It is projected tht in the next
decoc, 45 percent of ll the children in the
iy will be orphaned by AIDS - and half
o these orphans will be HIV positive. The
Zmbobwe Widows & Orphans Trust
[24OT), formed in 1996, was established
" csist griefstricken and offen desfifufe
¥idows and orphans, Because HIV/AIDS
bos pread of alarming rafes in the region in
el docade, the membership has grown
o1 a handfl fo many thousands:

Yeck of prayer 2003

It clear the faith-based community
wants fo do more in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. The Balm In Gilead, in pariner-
ship with the Zimbabwe Councilof Churches
and the Zimbabwe Episcopal Conference,
met for an alldoy session at the
Chishawasha Seminary outside of Harare,
to discuss the theological aspect of
HIV/AIDS work. A strong foundation was
buil 05 a resul of this meeiing and furher
talks with religious leaders. The church is
anxious fo use fheir voice fo um back the:
devastation from this disease and fo

ide of
s e oo

parner with heir Af
and sisters.
Continued on next page

The Prime Minister of
Tanzania greets the Balm In
Gilead’s Joyce Moon Howard.

The
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Bishop Muchabaiwa, President of
Zimbabwe Catholic Conference,
speaks at the summit on HIV/AIDS.
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In The Balm of Gilead’s 2003 annual report, the organization detailed its AIDS work in Nigeria, Cote
D'Ivoire, Tanzania and Kenya. The organization created and used interfaith networks to engender

systems of support.
Citation: “There is a Balm in Africa,” Balm of Gilead, Inc. Annual Report, Susan M. Chambré Research Files on

Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.



