
Group 4
Reading Primary Source Guide

Document
Creator/Source

Who wrote it?   When?   Why?
Is it a plausibly reliable source?

Audience Who was the intended audience?
Was there more than one audience/purpose?

Historical Background When and where was the document created?
What was different then?
How did circumstances at that time affect the content?

Close Reading What language (words, ideas, phrases, images) does the
document use to persuade the audience(s)?
How does the language reveal the author’s perspective?

Investigative Questions:
Why did the Upper Room see a need for spiritual support for PWA (People with AIDS)
fighting AIDS?  Consider the community as a whole, the people with AIDS and their
families, and the caregiving professionals.

Both documents are from neighborhood-level newsletters.  To this day, Upper Room AIDS
Ministry, does not have an entry in Wikipedia.  Who would create a record of grassroots
neighborhood efforts to combat AIDS?  Without a record, how would it be known to
history?

REPORT OUT: What newspapers covered the Black organizations and
churches that fought AIDS?  History necessarily generalizes
complicated realities–what got left out in reporting on Black religion
and HIV/AIDS?



Document E Upper Room AIDS Ministry

Upper Room AIDS Ministry is a Catholic Worker movement program not affiliated with any specific religious
tradition. Citation: Lady Peachema, “Rev. Ella Eure-Eaton Joins The Upper Room AIDS Ministry,” Big Red News,
Feb. 1-7, 1992, p 13.  Copy found in Susan M. Chambré Research Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale
University Manuscripts and Archives. MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.



Document F    AIDS Ministry Opens PWA Housing

Upper Room offers peer
support and pastoral services,
but participation in them is not
required to obtain other social
services. Citation: Avril
McDonald, “AIDS Ministry
Launches PWA Housing
Program,” NYQ Dec. 1, 1991.
Copy from Susan M. Chambré
Research Files on Volunteer
AIDS Organizations, Yale
University Manuscripts and
Archives. MS 2054 Box 9 Folder
4.


