CAVEAT LECTOR: The following slides were shown in the “LGBT Religious History:
Queering the Spirit” sessions indicated in the PowerPoint presentation title because they
related to the required readings for those days. These can be found on the course syllabus.

The slides do not necessarily reflect the views of the instructor and in some
cases were selected precisely because they contain errors of fact or
differences of opinion with the authors whose scholarship students were
reading. The more controversial graphics were intended to prompt conversations in
college classroom settings and lead to engagement and respectful dialogue.
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There 1s no straigh forward way to “teach the slides”—mnor shot

. It 1s up to
It 1s up to
individual teachers to use their judgment as to what materials are age- approprlate and
decide whether they fit within existing lesson plans or can form the basis for new ones.



“Consider how textbooks treat Native religions as a unitary whole.
The American Way describes Native American religion in these
words: ‘These Native Americans [in the Southeast] believed that
nature was filled with spirits. Each form of life, such as plants and
animals, had a spirit. Earth and air held spirits too. People were
never alone. They shared their lives with the spirits of nature.’

Way is trying to show respect for Native American religion, but it
doesn’t work. Stated flatly like this, the beliefs seem like make-

believe, not the sophisticated theology of a higher civilization.

Let us try a similarly succinet summary of the beliefs of many
Christians today: “These Americans believed that one great male god

ruled the world. Sometimes they divided him into three parts, which
they called father, son, and holy ghost. They ate crackers and wine or
grape juice, believing that they were eating the son’s body and
drinking his blood. If they believed strongly enough, they would live
on forever after they died.’

Textbooks never describe Christianity this way. It’s offensive.
Believers would immediately argue that such a depiction fails to
convey the symbolic meaning or the spiritual satisfaction of
communion.”

— Lies My Teacher Told Me, James Loewen
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Classification of
Native Languages of
the continental US

Kutenai

i Keresan

Zuni

Major Stocks

Aztec-Tanoan

- Gulf

- Siouan—lroquoian—Caddoang




Comanche family from the early 1900s and the contemporary Foxx family, from Katy June-Friesen,
“An Ancestry of African-Native Americans: Using government documents, author Angela Walton-
Raji traced her ancestors to the slaves owned by American Indians”

(https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/an-ancestry-of-african-native-americans-7986049))




Native people could not
lawfully conduct spiritual
practices until 1978 because
of America's tyranny of
Christianity. It literally took an
act of Congress, the
American Indian Religious
Freedom Act, to ensure we
would not go to jail for
praying. #Indigenous
#ReligiousFreedomDay




Map from https://newjourneys.ca/en/articles/resources-for-learning-mi-kmaq
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Sources of boundary info and names:
http://www.danielnpaul.com/Map-
Mi%27kmaqTerritory.html and
http://www.avonriverheritage.com/mikmag-
of-the-avon-river.html
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Plant Knowleclge and Use

ka'qaju’mannl (bemies)
ka'gajumanagsi (plant)
Indian teaberry

\\ \ | ki'kwesu’sk — -
wsewkiktu'l \ I muskratroot i
milkweed A
F plaweju’manl
A partridgeberries

Medicine

malipqwanijl
hazelnuts

Ceremonial Plants

Certan plants. ndudng sweelgrass. cedar
5390, and tobacco, are used N ceremonies
for CHeANNINg ana other pUTPOSes Witn
Smudging. one or more of These plants are it
10 Create sacred smoke Teachings say hat
the smoke attaches 2self 10 negativiy and
carmes it away. Tobacco plays a specal role in
ppe ceremones. Before the widespread use
of contemparary 10baCCo. the MIkmaq used

2 100aCCO INAENCUS 10 MYKkmMa'k that was
COMBNGC with Other Dlants 1o make a smoking
| \ muxture Called “lundinik

pkwimann (bemes)
pkwimanagsi (plant) blueberries

ewne'k jipji'}
vetch

000eqo} | Aemews

Naming

Plant names often carry nformation about
thewr use and importance. For example.
ewne' jpy) (ittle biuebird) i the name

for common vetch The name comes from
e Sowers, which iom ¥ko it bluebeds
Decause they are good 10 eat. The pea that
Comes later 13 porscrous n large quantbes
and used as a medane 10 nduce vomitng
n smalier doses Names often convey
normabon about shared haditats as well ke
wih e rame for muskrat oot (aiso caled
sweethiag or lagroot), which shares its habtat
with mushrats (ki kwesu't)

sko'q+tpikusuiwasuekji’j
mayflowers

Colours & Dyes
strawbemies, chokechemies,

sna'skwl
cattails
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Plants are integral to healthy habitals and ecosystems. Some
plants are indicators of contamination. lie cansnes in a cosl
mine, they are the frst to struggle when the environment is
camaged. Other plants are powerful filters removing harmiul
eloments om the ecosystem. Wetiand areas are often caied
e kidneys of nature, Dacause welland plants Such as cattails
8080rD naturally-Occurting CoNtamMINants &s well 8 those from
farmiog and ndustrial actvibes
Jol] oucrousSenices  Servces s
Canada Autoct

NOVA'SCOTIA ores Canada

Plants are key 10 many M/ kmaw srissc ragitions. Baskets and
Quitwork use wood (ash snd magie) and birchbark, which ofien are
adormed with plant dyes and braided grasses (sweetgrass). Fiver
arts such as woven mats and bags were made from reeds, cattail
leaf, whie codar bark, and even beach grass. Ofien artisans use

seasonal materals 1o make SpEcalty items 1ke Mayfowers wiapped
In brchbark cones, which have been sokd in eary 890ng on aing and

in urban areas for generatons

78

The Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq

dandelion root, rose hips

’ inner birchbark

cone flower, goiden rod,
clover blossoms

” black-eyed susan, grass

<@ Native Council of Nova Scotia

’ blueberries, elderberries

cherry roots, red cedar roots,
inner red maple bark

’ acoms

’ iris root, coal, carbon
X&) urion of Noy
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Figure 2 Mikmaq Sacred Teachings: 7 Stages of Life with the 7 Gifts

Mi'kmaq Sacred Teachings

7 Stages of Life with the 7 Gifts
)

Love ol the Creator -5
Love of a Mother - Phy

piritual White is the color reserved IT all of the Gifts are
Sit‘:ll for | ldk’l\ but ll\\'.\ \hi!fk' it with \~isih|c in a pcr\"n' .ha‘

l;()‘h are l_"condi(ionul children under age 7. Itis also the |)t‘l‘S()ll is an l{l(lcr_

Life makes a significant

change every 7 years.

’

B1acK 1s for the West
It also represents our

spintual world 14

[ W
Elders say that this is|

‘when your spiritual ‘,

. . |
lawareness is realized |

color for the North

4

Red is for the colour of
the rising sun, and the
newness of each day. It
is the color for the East

Yellow is for South, s = .
_ st *The gifts run in
where warm breezes

ol ". e »
come fom. It renews chronological order.

life through the cycles.




