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The lollowing talk was given by a member of the Daughters of Bilitis,
Ino. a8 part of o panel disoussion om "The Young Adult and Sexual
Identity" during the Western Regional Study Conference on The Young
Adult in the Metropolis held at Glide Memorial Methodist Churoh, San
Franolsco, California, Cotober 5-9, 1964.

It is my understanding that this partioular phase of your econfersnce on "The
Young Adult in the Metropolis® has been turned over te the dlseussion of sex-
ual identif'ication. Certainly this matter of sexual identification is of prime
importance to the young adult. This is a partioularly trying perted in the
1ife of the young men and the young woman. This is the pericd of searsh -
search for one's identity in a treubled and troublesoms world, Whe am I What
am I doing here? What is my life's work to be? How do I fit into the struot-
ure of this marriage, this community, this nation, this world, this Universe?
These are compelling questinns, and they must be answered.

Those of us who work with young people cen only aot as oatalysts, as guides,
as understanding end compassien. But if we are to be effestive in helping
these individuals to come to terms with their identity as self, we must alse
come to grips with the sexual revelution that is indeed taking plece hers and
now.

There has boen not emly an upsurge in recent years in the literature comoern-
ing homesexuality, but a definite move by the homesexusl community to foree
the issus - to resolve the misoonooptions and tho imequities that soparate him
from the rest of humanity. Thero has been an ogqually loud ory in the form of
books, symposiums and Fedoral commissions oconserning tho role of woman in eur
scolety. Thero has been an inoressing demand that we ro-examine our sonoopts
of man and woman, of what wo oall malo and femaloe,

In proparing this papor I turnmod to Régot!s Thosaufus as o guido to what scoloty
has placod as standard for these tormsi There I feund man doseribod as brave,
rosclute, dotorminod, undauntod, wvirilo, hardy, daring, ccuragocus, stout-
heartod, intropid, foarloss, bold, moble, upright, horoie. And woman was do-
soribod es offominate, soft , woak, fominine, tonder, sympathotle, gontlo,
motherly, maidenly, artloss, modest, unsulliod, ohasto, virginal.

All vory neatly peckagod. And thet is the way it is. Chook your TV sommorsials,
tho magarino advortisomonts, listen to your own oounsoling as you try to got

tho houscwifc to adjust to tho "aoecpted® rele of wifo and mother, tako & look
at the toys you givo your ehildren te play with, liston to tho oducators who
would dony lkmowlodge to young women or at loast limit tho fields in whioh thoy
may participato, listem to the admonitions to tho young man who 16 considored
sissified booeuse he profors art and musie to basoball and football.

Anthropologists tell us thoro is mo fixed definition of malo and fomelo, that
qualities which may bo considorod as masouline in omo sceloty may bo tho diroet
opposite to what may bo considorod as masculine in anothor scoicty. Anthropolo-
glets alse toll us that homosoxuality appoars in nlmost all oultures, Zoologists
toll us that homosoxuality is menifested in all spooiocs of animals. And yat wo
poraist in the myths and falsitice of whot is natural and wneatural human bo-
havior.
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For instanec, we pigoon-hole women "in the homo where sho belongs", roclegato her
to a purely biological rolc and then righteously protest when she cemes to tho
roalization that "hely matrimony® is little more than legalized or sanctionocd
prostitution and hor ehildren a weight around her nock stifling her very broath of
life, To limit women's capacity for knowledgo, for service, for scarch of selftw -
to limit womant's erecativity to her biological oquipment is to commit socio-cidc.
For as woman robels ageinst the relc of slave to husband, family end home - sho
booomes tho slave mastor over hor limited demsin. Having no othor identity, no
othor role than that accordod by "The Feminine Mystigquo" (as Betty Fricdan has

so aptly put it), she latehes onto her tight little world in ficroe desperation.
She makos more demends upon her husbend and her sons, And she won't lot go. Be-
ceuse she oan't lot go. If sho does, what would happen to her? This is hor very
purposc for boing - this "Momism" we doplorc. '

And yet deep within, women know this can't be true - and some do come to terms
with o concept of self identity. They find oreative outlets outside the home,
they partake of the world and concepts and projeots much larger than themseolves.
But this goup is a minority - for our seociety, our ohurches, eur institutions
place overy hurdle they can in the woman's way who dares to see horself in another
role - that of the human oquation. '

Homosoxunl mon and women arc caught in the same trap - seeking a self identity,
sometimes ovon sanity, in e world whore thoy arc oconsidered illogal, immoral and
siok - just on the face of it. Sometimes homosexuals got caught up in these labels,
08 thoy worship at tho shrine of the "Groat God Thoy" in fear and in guilt. Some-
times thoy are misled inte hotormsexual marriage and thoreby bring misery on others
as well. But in the last fifteen yecars thorc has beoen o chango. Homosexual men
and women are ocoming to roeognize thomselves as individuals, whe arc different
really only in their choice of love objecot. As thoy find their scolf identity,

they alse roalizc that the homosoxual community, whilo it may effer momontary
sanotuary, is not a complote answer to their needs. They must relate te tho larger
sooioty. Not to make this transition is to them homo-cide. But it is the rare
individual homosexual man or women who can buek tho odds and mske the transition

in the face of the hostility and tho righteous indignation of the Christian com-
munity .

We have elassifiod, catogorizoed, pigeon-heled ad infinitum until the individual
idontity has boon loste. For the root of the problom of sexual idontifieation is
solf idontity - not as man or woman, not as heterosexual or homosexual - but as
human being and intoclligeneo, In this atomic ago whon seicntists have loarned
the eommon donominator of mattor to be intelligenece (for it has been proven
sciontifically that atoms have intolligense), we must also some to aceopt the
common denominator of humenity es eonseiousness, as intelligence. And that this
idontity superscdos all eolse we may think we know about oursoclves. Man, woman,
hetorosexual, homosexual, mother, father, son, daughter - theso arc all rolos,
variations of expression, and only facots of tho whole, being. For thero ocan only
be one truc idontity - thu esseneo whieh has no gondor, that which we eall seul
or spirit. ;

So with this premisc in mind, porhaps you ean undorstand why wo who appcar hore
before you teday accusc the institutional Churoh of ocommitting sin. Rogardless
of its intontion, the Church has beon instrumental in sproading misconccptions
about man's sexual naturc, cloaking a natural oxprossion of love with dis-case
and inhibition. The soxual drive has been groatly misundorstood and misuscd.

It has beoon vicwod only as the physical aet of proercation; it has not been scon
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os the ercative force of being. To stiflc the sexual drive, tho oroative forec
of tho human being, in stagnant pattorns of conformity lecads only to the dead ~
cnds of beowilderment, apathy and withdrewnl, or revolution and violencc. You
have only to look about you to see thesc manifestations. 7¥Yes, the Chureh has
boen guilty of sin - of the scoparation of man from women, heteroscxual from homo-
scxual, humen being from oreative spirit. And the gospel of love and of 1lifec has
turnod into the gospel of sin and of death,

But Christ did not do this to mankind; it was man's misconception of Christ's
teachings, of man unconsciously superimposing his owvm interpretations on the
pronouncements of the Church in the limits of his own awareness at the time, -

But now, in the light of modern scientific knowledge, men and women alike must
give up the eoneept that the three-letter word called sex is an evil in itself

for the idea that the sex drive in conjunction with love and committment is the
healthy and oreative foree that will lead to the resurreetion of the true brother-
hood of mankind.

I speak to you s o member of the Daughters of Bilitis, as a Lesbian pleading not
only the cause of the Lesbian but of all women, dot only the cause of all women
but of all men, not only the cause of all men but of all humanity - the new
humenity whioch must emerge.
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